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reſolved to avert my courſe from alſ- | 


| | fies to conſcience, and fron henceforth 


SIS tings publiſhed tothe world, 
and my Sermons inthat Royall Audi- 
tory have been inpart poleraical, mn- 
countring with ſame controverſies of 
theſe times , it pleaſed God this laſt 
year ſo to inflict upon me that tormen- 
ting paine which is incident to ſtudents, 
and doth commonly accompany 'a ſe- 
dentary life, that 1 did imterpret is as 
an Angel ſent from God to put me in. 


minde of my mortality. Whereupon I | 


putation to devotion, from controver- 


to labour to worke in my ſelfe and o- | 
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thers true mortification,and ſanitified 
affettions , and accordinely to temper 
both my ſtudy and my ſtile, 

Wberfore,being called by my or diaa- 
rie courſe of attendance to preach in 
that eminent place ; firſt of all, 1 con- 
ſidered what fins are likely to be found | | 
in Princes Courts. And among (unary 
other, two eſpecially did offer them- 
ſelves ts my copitation; carnall Con- 
cupiſcence,and politick Practices. For, 
where there is pomp in apparell, acli- 
cacie mates, and beautifull ovietts, all 
concurring many times with idleneſſe 
and eaſe; there a man walketh in the | | 
midit of ſnares, and is in dangerto be 
ſet in combuſtion with the fiery darts | 
of the Divell. Againe, Kings houſes 
being not onely places of pleaſure, but 
'alſo ever-flowing fountaines of profit 
and preferment : no marvaile foam. 
ble wits doe there ſet themſelves 4- 
worke, to atiaine thery owne endes,and 
politickly to ſupplant all thoſe. that 
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HF to the Reader. l 
7 and in their way, or hinder their | 
protects, For, that they dee ſo, will be 
evident, as 1 ſuppoſe, by the Chrom- 
cles of all King domes and Countries. | 
Now, though the Engliſh Court, 
| | | guided by ſo godly and gracious a So- 
| | weraigne, bee of all other mo#t re- 
markeable for learned preaching, reli- 
gions prayers, and angelicali lauding | 
| | and praiſing of. God with ſpirituall 
| | Hymns,and raviſhino ſiraines of me- 
| | lodious muſick : ade fanife 
aud adorned with a moſt worthy gar- 
' |land of ſage Senatours, Nobles and | 
|; | Gentlemen: Wet 1 Zarenat altogether 
exempt it from ſuch ſinnes as have 
| alwates brene incident, more or leſſe, | 
to the Palaces of Princes. Therefore 
1 [2 the ſecond place, 1 ſought ſuch 4 
Text 4s might lead mee by the hand to 
| reproove thoſe vices : and immeds:. 
ately 1 laid hould upon the ſlory of 


King David. 
Bat though David 1 ere 4 King, 
| a9 yet 


"The Epiſtle 


yet 1 did nat therefore fingle him ont. 
becauſe hee Was a King : neither in- 
| tended 1, preaching before a King, to 
take occafion by King David toglanſe 
in any wiſe at the ſacred pas. of 
Princes: God forbid. For our King 


| (Godbe thanked) though in the higheſt 
' pitch of worldly proſperitie, is for cha- 
| ftity another Joſeph. And theugh hee 
| befor wiſedome like an Angel of God, 
and candive ings the depth of humane 
policies: get bee worth andprattiſeth 
; ſencerity int all las-dealings ; like to 
' Nathanael cherrue 1ſraclite, in whi' 
' Was nognile.. But, 7 propoſed David, 
' 45 4 generall glaſſe of humane jrailty, 


_ | wherein all men may behold their own 


| immbevillity. WE | ll 

| - . Neither had 1 any purpoſe when 1 
' preached theſe Sermons topubliſh them 
| bothe world: but it pleaſed the CAl- 
mighty to-vouchſafe a bleſsing beyond | 


75S expectation. For hee that cauſed the 
ff |1uk24 zz Prartsof the Diſciples to burne within 


them 
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| to the Reader, wo. 


them while hee opened the Scriptures 
wpto the as they went io Emmans, did 
in the riches of hu mercy kindle ſome 
ſuch ſparkles in the hearts of my hea- 
rers. Which 1 percetving by the mul- 
titude of thoſe which defired copies, 
did at laſt yeeld to let them paſſe to the 
Preſſe; being minafull of that of the 
Apoſtle, As wee have q@portunity | 64.6.10 
let us doe good.to all men, cſpe- 
| | cially to thoſe who are of the 
| | houſehold of faich, . 
3} Abpreover:Wheras thou,gentleRea- 
| | der, haſt long expettFed vs, x ofthe 
| coſecratid of Biſhops, which by comand 
| | of authoritie was to bee tranſlated into 
| Lat , 1 certifie thee, that I have al- 
| | ready finiſhed the tranſlation ; and, by 
| | occaſion of the appoſition 'of my many 
Antagoniſts who have written againſt 
mee, much inlarged the Worke , and 
Wat ared it for the Preſſe, under this 
ttle ; De miniſterio Anglicano. 
Bur, the childe being brought tothe 
| | birth, | 
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birth, as yet there wanteth ſtrenoth to | 
be delivered. Tet I hope,that our good 
Goden his due time will give it a com- 
fortable iſſue, In the meane while, en- 
zoy theſe my pore labours, and gine | 
them leave to worke upon thine affec- 
tions. Andſo 1 commend both thee tr 
them to the bleſsing of God. 
s 


; Thineinthe Lord, 


(Francis Maſon. | 
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FirsT SERMON, 
Preached at White-Hall be- 


fore Prince CHARKLE 5s; 
upon Tueſday, the ninth of 
January, w28- . 


| 2, Sam. 12,13. e And D vid /ayd wnto | 


Nathan, I kane fined againit the 


Lord: And Nathan ſayd unto Das, | 


vid;the Lord alſo hath pat away thy 
fin, thou ſhalt not dye. 


f 1 are three thihgs 
| in David to be con- 


1% ſidered, bis ſinne, 


_ 12 his repentance, and 


is abſolution. The|| 
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Davids Adulterie. | | 


Lord alſo hath put away thy fanne, 


graven in my Text ( as it were ) | 
with the point of a Diamond;and | | 
that with ſuch great and Capitall | * 
Letters that a man may runne and | | 
read it, in theſe words: AND |! 
DAFYIDSAIDVNTONMA4-|! 
THAN, PECCATI DOMI-\| 
No,I HAVE SINNED A- 
GAINST THE LORD. 
The-ſecond thing. is his repen- 
tance, prefented. unto vs in the 
ſelfe ſame. words, being vttered 
by way of lamentation, as though ||. 
he ſhould fay, :-.It is true Nathay, || 
it istrue thatthou haſt ſayd, for 
confeſle I have finned:alas!T have 
ſinned moſtgrievoully,and thar a- 
gainſt the Lord. 
-"Thethird thing is his abſoluri- 
on, pronounced in theſe words : 
And Nathanſayd unto David, the 


thow. ſtale not dhe. So tht he fin 
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| Davids Adalterre. 


thirdly he was abſolved. Hefin- 
: | ned, there: was the corruption of 
| ! { naturc;herepented,there was the 
| | | operation of the Spirit, hee was 
| | | abſolved, there was the unſpeak- 
- | | | able goodneſle of God. In his fin 
|| | letus behold our own frailery, in 
| | his repentance, let us learne our 
owne duty; in his abſolution, let 
us magniftie Gods mercy. 

T he ſinne of D4avidreproued | 2. 
| || | by Nathan, and here confeſſed by 
1 (| | himſelfe, was firſt of all that hat- 
, |! | nous finne of adulteric, and ſe- 
[ || | condly thoſe other finnes which 
: 


he commirted , while he wenta- 
bout to hide and cloake hisadul-/| 
| | tery. Ofthe former, atthis time, 
- || | bythe graceof Chriſt, ofthe re- 
| | fidue heercafter ; when it ſhall 
pleaſe the Lord. ; Now. that wee'| - 
may rightly underſtand the hay-- 
| nouſneile of his adultery, let vs: 
briefly:ponder theſe foure points. 
| SR 3. Xx he 
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= The quality of che pero; 7 
what manner of man this David | 


was which committed adultery. 
2. With whom. 3. When. 4.How 
he was plunged into this gulfe of 
finne. | 

The fiſt point is the quality of 
the perſon. Concerning which I 
may truly afhirme, that David was 
the moſt eminent and. remarkable 
man that was then living upon 
the face of the earth ; forit was 
famouſly knowne both to Iewes 
and Gentiles.,that the God of hea. 
ven had beenhis continuall Buck- 
ler and Defence, even from his 
youth up. He had defended him 


| from a raging *Beare, from aroa- 
ring *Lion,from a huge and terri- | 


ble < Giant, from the fury of the 
iphiliftines, from the cruell perſe- 
cution of bloodrhirſty *Sawi, and 
in aword, from a thouſand dan- 
gets. Andas the Lord had com- 
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Davids _Aawslterie. 


paſſed him about with gracious 
deliverances, ſo he had crowned 
him with bleſſings upon bleſlings, 


temporal, ſpirituall,ordinarie, ex- | 


traordinary. Firſt, when he wasa 
poore Shepheard following the 
Ewes, the Lord ſent Samuel to a- 
noint him * King over Iſracl. Se* 
condly, the Lord gave him a glo- 
rious victory over *Golzas, all Ifra- 
el did ſee it, and reioiced. Third- 
ly, the Lord gave him honour'in 
the hearts of thepeople, ſorhat 
the women did ſingin their dan- 
CES: © Saul hath ſlaine his thouſands, 
& David hy ten thouſands. Fourth- 
ly, the heart of 4 Jonathan the 
Kings ſonne was knit vnto him: 
forheloved him, evenas his own 
ſoule. Fiftly, * Michalthe Kings 
daughter loved him, ſo David be- 


came the Kings ſonne in lawe. | 


And after the death of Sauland 
Tonathan, the Lord advanced him 
B 3 ro 


od Tx 


'Y g 1.chr.28 
{ | h2,Sam7,. 
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1 At.2.30 


rothe royaltarone, theglittering 
Diademe was-ſet upon his head, 
he raigned over * juda [even yeets 
and {txe moneths, and then over 


ba. Beſides all this,the Lord gave 
him plenty of 8 gold and filver, 
and victory over all his ®enemies, 
{o that his victorious banner was 
diſplayed,even from Teruſalem to 
the River Eiphrates. Morcovert, 
he wasa *Propher of the Lord, 
a.typeof Chriſt, a Secretary of 
the' holy Ghoſt in penning thoſe 
{acred and mellifuous Pſalms, he. 
was alſo the ſweer Singer of Ifra- 
cl, and a Compoſer of thoſe me- 
lodious harmonies that were uſed 
inthe Tabernacle of God : hee 
was likewiſe one of the!Patriarks. 


for ſo Saint Peter tiles him; and | 


"God had ®\worne unto him that 
he ſhoald beone of the Progeni- 


In- 


Ts 


tors of Teſus Chriſt. Now.far! 


all Ifrael even from Dan to Berſhe- | 


_ _—_ . 
q OO IS : 
- 3 , g 
wy D yy "—- TOs ina _ 
* 'V ed "I ' 
, « 
- 


cd i 


| {| cordingro Gods owne ®heart. O 


Davids © Aawslterte. 
inward giftsand graces, hee was 
!| a Child of God, a member of 
j| Chriſt, a Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, a veſlell of grace, a ſan&i- 
fed Soule, aſweet and well tuned 
Cymbal.a heavenly Organ of an- 
gelicall ſound, in all his workes 
he prays'd the Lord with words | 
of glory, every Pſalme breathing 
religion and devotion, in ſo much 
that God himſelfe gave him this 
teſtimony, that hee was a man ac- 


what eminencie of grace , what 
ſ\ublimitie of honour, what pre- 
heminence of prerogatiues was 
here ! and yet for all this, David, 
|| euen this Davzd, commitred adul- 
terie. 

Now,that we may make vie of 
this example : firſt let vs obſerue 
the frailtry and infirmity of man. 
Behold, hee that was ſuppoſed to 
be ſtrong as a Lyon, andtallas a 
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Davids CAaalterie. 
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Cedar, wasnot only incountred, 


but alſo conquered with a temp- 
tation. Wherefore in his frailety, 
wceall may behold, asina olaſſe 
the plaine image of our owne int- 
becillity ; for if the Lyon be con - 
quered, what ſhall rhe little Lamb 
doe * If the Cedars of Libanus 
þe ſhaken , what ſhall the tender 
plant doe © Alas, whatare wee if 
God withdraw his grace £ Even 
the beſt man upon the face of the 


.. | earth, if he were lefeto himſelfe, 


ſhould periſh everlaſtingly. Look 
upon Saint Peter : 0 whataconhi- 
dence and hye conceit had he of 
himſelfe! and yet for all his boa- 
ſting, hec did not onely deny, bur 
alſo forſiveare his Maſter. Wher- 
fore,lay away all preſumption, let 
noarogancy pracecd out of your 
mouth, bur let every man c6fider 
his own infirmity, & therby learn 
a holy anda gracious humility. 
Second- 
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Davids Adalterie. 


"Sccondly,letus obſerve the dan- 
ger wherin we ſtand; for if David, 
a man according to Gods owne 
heart, werc tempted, what man 
upon the face of the earth can be 
free from temptation * I confeſle, 
that all menarenot tempted alike 


|rothe ſame ſinne of adultery. For 


as our Saviour fayth ; There are 
ſome Eunnches which were ſo borne 


| from their mothers wombe : but all 


men are tempted ro one ſinne 
or other. Now.where the banke 


1 is loweſt, therethe water will 0- 


very where the wall is weakeſt, 
there the enemy will batter ; and 
where man 1s weakeſt, therethe 
divell will ſooneſt aſſault him: for 
our adverſaricislike to a cunning 
fiſherman, he cofiders the natures 
and inclinations of the fiſhes,-and 
accordingly baiteth his hooke. If 
tudas be covetous, the divell will 
baite his hooke for him with thir- 
£ tie 


Mat.1g.12 


| Davids Adulterie. 
tie pieces of filuer. If Achan love | 
pride inapparell, the divell will | 
angle for him 'witha goodly Ba- | | 
byloniſh garment . If CAb/olon | 
beambitious,the divell will ſecke 
to catch him with the hope of a 
kingdome. Thus hee obſerverh 
all, andaccordingly herempteth | 
all, and therefore looke for temp- 
tation\whoſoever thou art. Alas, | 
my. brother, thou carrieſt ſinfull 
fleſh and bloud about thee, and | 
doſtthou thinke thou ſhalt not be 
tempred 2 The world is full of al- 
luring provocations ,” and doelt 
thou think thou ſhale not be temp. 
ted,” The divell gocth about like 
a roaring Lion ſceking whom hee | 
may devoure, and doſtthouthink | 
thou ſhalt not be tempred : Wee 
havean enemy, ſayth Saint * Hie- 
rome, Cuinomina mille, mille nocendi 
aries, atque ego infelix vittorem me 
putabo dum capior ? He hath a thou- 
| ſand] 
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| | Davids Aanleerie. 
| || ſand names, and a thouſand ſb- 
| till devices to intrap and intangle 
the ſoules of men, and I poore 
wretch, ſhall I thinke my ſclfea 
Conqucrour, even then when 
am taken captive © Beleeve me, |. 
beleeve me, hes tranquillitas tem- 
peftaseſt, this calme will proove a 
| {| ſtorme : for even then thou art 
| {| tempred,when thou thinkeſt thou | . 
| [tart not tempted; nay therefore 
thou art rempred, becauſethou 
thinkeſt thy ſelfe free from temp- 
tation. Our blefled Saviour,when 
hetaught bis diſciples to ſay; For- 
give ws our treſpaſſes, hee taught 
| || them likewiſe to ſay, And leade 
| || 05 108 mto temptation ; thereby tea- 
| |} ching us, that eventhoſe children 
of God; whoſetreſpaſlesare forgi- 
ven, are ftillnotwithſtanding ſub- | 
ect to temptation. Wherefore, 
| [| myſonne, when thou entreſt into 
-| || the ſervice of God, prepare thy 
WY " _ felte 
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Davids Adulterte. 
ſelfe for temptation. 
Thirdly , ſecing wee are all ſo 
weake and yet walke in ſuch dan- 
er, what is then to bee done 2 


hat we may learne of the A 
ſtle, ® Zet him that thinketh he ſtan- 


— 


ſhall we take heed * that we may 
learne of our bleſſed Saviour, 
when hefayth, <Watch and Pray. 
If the watch be neglected but one 
night, the Citie may beetaken : 
David had kept watch and ward 
over his ſenſes all his life time,and 
now negleQing it bur one Eve- 
ning, he isnot onely incountred, 
but carried away captive to the 
lawe of finne. Wherefore wee 
had all neede to vſe vigilancy and 
circumſpettion. Wach therefore 
andpray,that ye fall not into temptate- 
an.The Spirit indeed i willing but the 


fleſh is weake. And becauſe ir is 


; weake, thereforenegleAno good 


means 


deth, take heed leſt be fall. But how | 
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Davids _Advlerie. i 3 
means that the Lord hathappoin- 
red. And when thou haſt done all | 
that thoucanſt, put no confidenee- | 
in thy ſelfe, but rely upon thy | 
God, ſaying ; 0 knit mybeart unto 
thee, that 1 may feare thy neme. And 
thus much of the firſt point , w#s. | 
the quality of the perſon which | 
committed adultery:now I come | 
totheſecond, that is, the partic 
with whom. 
The underſtanding wherof wil | 7. 
4 |} helpe vsto to Uiſcerne the nature 
and quality ofthe fin. For if both 
- || parties be ſingle, it is ſingle forni- 
| || cation: but if both,or oneofthem 
« || be either maried or contracted, in 
| verbs de preſents, it is adulterie. 
Whetby alſo it appears thatthere}.. 
are ſundry degrees in adulterie ; 
but when a married man pollutes 
a married woman, that is adulte- 
ry in the higheſt degree, Now, | 
with whom did David commit | 
— _ this 
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"Davids Adukerie. © 


this folly. * was it with a fingle 


woman? No,but with one * Bath- 


Bathſhua Sheba, an other mans wie. Then. 


I. Chr. 3-5 | 


{ib webr.3.5 


C 2.54.5. 
*2 


it was more then ſinglefornicati- 
on: twas adulteric. But was not 
David himſelfalſoa married man? 
Yes vndoubtedly. Then both par- 
ties were maricd, and therefore it 
was adultery in the higheſt de- 
gree.. Yea, and peradyenture he 
had moe wives then one, Verie 
true, he had many wives when he 
dwelt at * Hebron, and yet hee 
tooke him morewhen hee came 
to © Ieruſalem. And had heeſo 
ample a remedy againſt concupi- 
ſcence, and yet would tranſgreſle 
Gods holy ordinance, to cate of 
the forbidden tree: * Had heeſo 
mavy wives of his owne, and yet 
would defile the one onely wite 
of 'an other man 2-O moſt horri- 
ble. and. execrable adulterie, and 
that in the verie' height of; the || 

higheſt | 
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highelt degree! But whoſewife [| 
| was ſhe * Shewas thewite of one 
rrias , by Nation a Hittite, and 
ſtranger from the comon-wealth 
of Iſrael, butby grace a Proſelyrte, 
and an imbracer of the true Reli- 
gion, indeeda very holy and de- 
t [{| your man. He was by: profeſſion 
- j{| a Souldier, a valiant Captaine, 
e|}{ and reckoned among the 4 Wor- | qz. 54m. 
e ||; thies of David. But where was | 23-2”: 
e ||| henow © he was inthe field at the has” © Vi 
e ||| fiegeof Rabbaot the Ammonites, | 4:. 
e 

© 


| a 
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fighting tor theglory of God, for | 
the Arke of the Covenant, for the 
- || honour of his Prince , and for 
e || the good of his Countrey. And 
>f || would ſuch a man as Dawvidoffer 
o ||| ſuch awrong, toſucha man, ar 
et ||; ſuch atime © © whata blemiſh 8& 
e ||| ſcandall was this forthe Church 
of God ? 6 tell itnot in Gath,, and 
publiſh it not inthe ſtreets of 4/- 
1e iN} kelon,, leſt the Daughters of the | | 
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| mong the dayes of the yeare, in 


Philiſtines reioice,and the daugh- 
ters of the uncircumciſed tri- 
'umphi. And thus much of rhe ſe- 
cond point. 

-, Buttocometothethird point: 

When did he thus forget himſelf 
and tranſgrefſe the Commande- 
met of the moſt H'gh: To which 
I anſwere, that the day and yeere 
are not recorded in holy Scrip- 
ture,neither can they be preciſely 
collected out of the ſame. Ir ſee- 

meth that the Holy Ghoft did 

paſſe them over of purpoſe, that 

they mightbe covered with cter- 

nall darkneſs, and everlaſtingly 

buried in the lake of oblivion. 

Wherfore let not that yeare bce 

meaſured with the motion of the 

ſunne, let not that benumbred a- 


that evening let no ſtarre ſhine, 
wherein ſuch a ſhining ſtarre was 
eclipſed, and letthatnight for e- 


ver 


boy oY Davids Adzlterte. 

ver remaine in darkneſs, wherein 
was committed ſuch a worke of 
darknes. 

Notwithſtanding, though wee 
| 8] cannot define the time in patrti- 
| {| cular; yet we may deſcribe it in 
generall, by three circumſtances. 
| 1} For David incurred this ſinne in 
his declining age, during the 
time of the warres with rhe: 4m- 
monites, he him ſelfe.then lying at 
home in Ieruſalem in plenty and 
proſperity, idleneſs & caſe. Firſt, 
it happened in his declining age: 
for David was thirty(e) years old 
when hee began to raigne,and he 
raigned in Hebron ſeaven yeares 
and ſix moneths; and then hee 
rained in Teruſale. After which | 
time, firſt, hee wonnethe fort of 
(a) Sion & expelled the Iebuſlites, 
Secodly,he overcame the(b)Phi- | 
liſtines in three ſundry barttells, 
Thirdly, hee {mote (c) the Moa- 
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{| f{lewofthem two & twenty thou- 


bites and meaſured them with 
lines. Fourthly, hee ſpoyled the 
children both of (d) Ammonand 
(e) Amalee. Fitfily, hee fought a 
ereat bartell with (f) Hadedezer 
King of Zobahin Armenia,vpon 
the river Euphrates; and he tooke 
from him a thouſand Chariots, 
ſeaven hundred horſemen, and 
twenty thouſand footmen. And 
when the Syrians of Damaſcus 
came to ſuccor Hadadezer, David 


ſand, and put garriſons in Syria 
Damaſcena. Sixtly, hee vanqui- 
ſhed Idumza and put garrifons in 
(2) Edom. Scaventhly, the King 
of (h) Ammon, aſſiſted with thir- 
tie three thouſand Syrians, made 
warre againſt Iſrael ; but 1oab for- 
ced them into their Citie. Afﬀter 
awhile they iſſue out againe, and 
(7) Hadadezer brought foorth the 


Syrians beyond the river Euphra- 
res 
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bled all Iſrael, and went to batte!] 
and {ubdued the Syrians,who be- 
| | came his ſervants; and after that 
| | time aſſiſted the Ammonitesno 
more. The (1) next ſpring fol- 
lowing Dawiaſcnt out /oab and all 
Iſrael with him againſt the Am- 
monites. And in the mean while 
helying at home in Terufalem,de- 
hled: himfelfe withMleſhly lufts; 
Now, ſo many great and ſundry 
battels, and ſome of them fo farre 
diſtant, with divers paſſages of 
peace between them, muſtneeds 
| require a long time and many 
yeares: which being added tothe 
former thirtie ſeayen yeares and 
ſix moneths, I may ſafely ſay that 
David was then in his declining 


tes; which David hearing,afſem- | 


Tf] age.. And yet he was notnow ex- 
dF ceeding olde. Forhe lived in all 
1} bur ſeaventie (-) yeares, andit'is 
a-} evident that this happened. be- 
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| fore the birth of Sa/oxzon, who is 
reckoned the(s) fourth ſonne that 
Bathſheba bore to David. But whe- 
ther the holy Ghoſt in that place 
uſe the order of nature, or ſome 
other order I will not determine. 
Moreover, in what yeare of D«- 
vids raigne Salomon was borne, or 
| how olde he was when Deviddi- 
ed and hee beganto raigne, is not 
revealed in holy Scripture : and 
therefore upon this wee can 
groundno certaintic. Some con- 
iekure vpon the premiſes, that 
Devid was now forty fix yeares 
olde, ſome that hee was fortie 
cight, others imagine that he was 
above fifry : But what the holy 
Ghoſt hath concealed, that I will 
not take upon me curiouſly to de- 
fine; and therefore I content my 
ſelfe with this generalitic , that 
David was now in his declinin 
"I | 
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| || O what aſhametull thing was 
this; that hee which had bridled 
his affeQions in the flower ahd 
| | | flame of his youth, ſhould thus 
| } | ſtaine his honor in his riper years? 
| For though noage be priviledged 
to ſin, yet incotinencic in a decay- 
ing age is moſt intolerable.Euen a 
_ man, ſo ſoon as he is born 
t| | | hath one foot inthe grave, but a 
| | | | decaying man is ready to put in 
1 


the other footealſo. There wasa 
- |] | riddle propounded by the The- 
tif; ban Sphinx, to wit, what crea- 
s {| | ture is that which in the morning 
e || | hath fourelegs,atnoone two legs, 
s || | andatnightthree legges. And ir 
was anſwered that it is a man, 
who in the morning,thar is, in his 
infancie, may bee ſayde to have 
fourelegs, becauſe a childecree- 

h upon all foure: atnoon, that 
is, in the prime 8 ſtrength of his 
age,he gocth uprightly upon two 
[he C 3 legs : 
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TTegs : bur arnight hee haththree 


legs, becaufe then hee borroweth 
the helpe of his ſtaffe. And after 
awhilc he its bedridden, and then 
hee hathno legges,bur is ready to 
drop into his grave. : Zoſeph of A- 
rimathia was not very olde, and 
yet hee madea toombe in his (4) 


garden. A garden is a place of | 


pleaſure,” atoomb is amonument 
of niortalitie : he made his toomb 
ina garden, that in the middeſt of 
pleaſures he might think of mor- 
talitie. For though walking one 
way hee ſaw nothing bur odori- 
ferous flowers richly imbroidred 
and enameled by naturc,yet when 
hee turned him ſelfe the other 
way, the grave preſented it ſclfe 
ynto him. And ſurely it had been 
fit for David, his ſunne- now be- 
ginriing to drawe towardes the 
weſt, to have thought upon his 
mortaliry-& not ups fleſhly luſts; 
£ When} 
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| Whenlrcprove incontinencie | 1; 
m riper age, my meaning is not | 
to give libertie to ſuch as are 
young : God forbid. For if ever 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle to 
(b) Titus wereneceſlarie,then it is | b 7.2.6 
moſt neceflary in theſe dayes, To 
exhort young men to be ſober minded. 
For commonly they are like to 
the Prodigall child, who thought 
himſclfe wiſer then his olde fa- 
ther; he ſuppoſed that the olde 
Gentleman knew not. what be- 
longed unto gallant: behaviour, 
bur if hee himſelfe could once 
finger his portion, hee would not 
bee curbed nor kept 1n, but. fol- | 
low the faſhion, and live like a | 
Gentleman. And therefore hee 
ſaid ro his father,(c) Father give me | c Luk.15 
that portion of goods that falleth tome. ** 
Well ( fuch.was the induſgency 
ofthe olde man) hee hath gotten 
it, and now being from vnder the | 
C4 wing 
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wing of his tathers authorite, he 
flouriſherh and flanteth it out in 
brave apparell, and keepeth com- 


till all is ſpent with riotous living. 
If a ciſterne let out water at many 
cockes, and take it in at none, 
though now it be full, itwill ſoon 
be empty : andeven ſo itis with 
this gallant, his purſe wasfull, bur 
it is foone empty, and all is gone 
with vaine delights and finfull 
pleaſyres. Oh that young men 
would take heed by this exam- 
ple, and remember their Creator 
in the dayes of their youth, and 
learne to be ſober minded. Per- 
adventure ſome will ſay, that we 
muſtnotbee ſuch rigid cenſurers 
of young men, their age requires 
delights, and they may repent 
| when they are olde. Well then, 
goto, thou young man, followe 
thy pleaſures, and walke in the 

| waies 
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pany with the beſt like a gallant, | 
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waies of thy hearr,, and in the 
light of thine eyes, crowne thy 
ſelfe with roſes,and letno delight 
be wanting which thy heart de- 
fires ; but know that for all theſe 
things, God will bring thee vnto 
iudgement. And therefore let the 
young man repent while he hath 
time : for what doth hee knowe 
whether ever hee ſhall live till he 
beoldes A Carpenter goeth to 
the wood to cut downe an aged 
oake : but before he doe that, hee 
cuts downe many a little wand. 
One walking in a garden pulls 
eradventurea ripe roſe, and yet 
eforc hee doe ſo, hee breaketh 
off many a tender bud. Where- 
fore let the young man ſerve God 
even while hee is young; for 0- 
therwiſe who knoweth, if he pro- 
voke the Lord, whether the God 
of heaven, the iuſt Iudge,may not 
take him ſuddenly, and daſh him 
| againſt 
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aeainſt the wall like an earthen 
veſflſell and breake him in a thou- 


But to returne to David : As 
(a) dead flies corrupt the oyntment 
of the Apothecarie, ſs doth a liuile 
folly hims that is in reputation for wiſ- 
dome and honour. David till this 
time had kept his honour vnſtai- 


2G 
: : 
| ſand peeces. 
I 2 
a Eccles. 


ned, his good name was like a 
pleaſant perfume. 'poured out, 
which filled all Iſrael with the 
ſweetneſs of the odour, Now he 
commits a folly, and hee ſhall be 
reproved therewithall tilltheend 
of the world. Wherefore all you 
which hitherto have kept your 
veſlels in honour, whether in ſin- 
olc life or in holy matrimonie, 
take heed thar you doe 'not fall 
as 'David fcll : but: as you have 
made a bleſſed beginning, fo'in 
the name of God proceed to keep 


your: ſelves undefiled members 
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of Ieſus Chriſt, Many vertues;, 
are commended, but one onel 
beſtowes crownes and prerns 
upon all the reſt; the imag@ of 
happy eternity, happy Continu- 
ance. And therefore continue, 
or rather as you growe in yearcs 
ſo growe in grace,and bring forth 
[races fruitin your age. So ſhall 
| your ſilyer haires be truely hono- 
| | rable, and yourperſons ſhall bee 
| everenced in the hearts of all | 
men. For (6) the hoary head ts 4 | b Pro.x6 
| crowne of glory, if it bee found inthe | 3” 
way of righteouſneſs : yea (c) expert-| c Extli. 
ence u the crowne of olde men, and the | 25: 
| feare of God is their glory. Where- 
fore proceed fro:grace to grace, 
even till you come with honour 
tothegrave. The ſunneis alwaies 
amiable, but never morethen at 
theſerting: and therefore ſeeing 
you have ſhined with vertue in 
the fore-noone of your life, God 
| forbid 
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forbid you ſhould bee clowded 
or overcaſt in the after-noone : 
wherefore ſhine foorth more and 
more, that your ſerting may bee 
with glory and immortalitic, All 
the ſtraincs of muſicke are ſweet 
and delectable, but none may c6- 
pare with an excellent Cloze. A 
life continued in the feare God is 
delicious muſicke, and a vertuous 
oldageis the excellet cloze. And 
thus much of the firſt circum- 


<5 :| ſtance of the time; his declining 
a 


The ſecond circumſtance is, 
that it happened in the time of 
the warres with the Ammonites. 
This was a very great warre: for 
as wee: haue 'read+in the former 
chapter andthe firſt verſe, Dawid 
had ſent _ thither and all 1(rael 
with bim, who deſtroyed the conntrey 
of the CAmmonites and befieged ther 
| Citie. 'And it ſcemeth the Citie 
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was very manfully defended, fo 
that the ſiege went hard on both 


ſides. For it is very probable by | 


the wordes of 7717s the Hittite, 
that the Arke of the Covenarit 
was fetched into the hoaſt of I- 
racl : which vſcd not to bee done 
but onely in time of exrreame 


Davidto have wandringand wan- 
ton eyes * was this a time for 
vaine delights &fſinfull dalliance? 
was thisa time to give the raines 
to his affeions,and to ſatisfie the 
luſts ofthe fleſh 2 No, no: but ra- 
ther at ſuch atimelet cven lawful 
pleaſures be abandoned. (4) Let 
the brideproome goe ont of his cham- 
ber; and the bride out of her bride- 
chamber. For what is to bee done 
in ſuch a cafe wee may leame of 
(6) Moſes ; who while 1oſua Fought 
with Amalec ſtood upon the rop 


of an hill to holde up his hands, 
and 


| 


| 


danger. And was this a time for | 


a Toe] 2.16 
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and Aaron and Hur were with | 
him; 4aronthe Pricſt of the Lord, ||} 
and 'Hur one of the Princes 'of || | 
the tribe of dab grandfather to || | 
Bezaleel, the cunning workman. ||| 
Now it came to paſs that when ||| 
Avſes held vp his hands Iſtael pre- || | 
vailed, but when his hands fell || | 
downe Amalec prevailed : And |j | 
when his hands were heavie, 4- || | 
ron and Hur rowled a ſtone and |} | 
hee fate thereon, and they ſtayed || || 
vp his hands on the one fide and || | 
on the other, ſo his hands were 
ſteddy till the going downe of |||! 
the ſunne. And even ſo ſhould || | 
David have done,hee ſhould have || | ( 
holden up his hands forthe hoaſt || |? 
of Iſrael; and in {o-doing borh 4«- 
row and Hur, that is, both Prieſt ||| 
and People ſhovld: have aflifted ||! 
and ſupported him. Yeathis may ||| |! 
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| teach 'vs all our dutic in the like 
| caſe. When 70/4 tights againſt 


Amalec, 
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Amales, when the Arke of God 


is in:danger, when Iudah:and 


Kracl, when our brethren that are 
pilers inthe Church of Godare 
up in armes, though we our ſelves 
be ſafeat home, though wee bee 


tar from dint and danger,though : 


wee feare not the roaring of the 


| 14] Cannon,nor the puſh of the Pike, 


| 


| 


yet wee may not follow finfull 
pleaſures with David, but holde 
up our hands with Moſes. 'Yea in 
ſuch a caſe it behooverh Moſes, 
Aaron,and Hur, Prince, Prieſt;and 


People, to holde up their hands; 


and to pray to the Lord : For 
(c) mach awvaileth the prayer of 4 
righteous man if it be fervent. 
The third circumſtance is, that 
Dawid lay then at home i peace; 
plenty, and proſperity ; yea, as-it 
is commonly ho[den, in idlenefs 
and caſc. But wherein conſiſted 
this: idleneſs 2 I finde threerea- 
| ſons 
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ſons rendred. Firſt, becauſe hee 
lay at home 1n the. time of the 
warres : but wee muſt conſider 
that the life of a King is worth 
tenthouſand of ours, and there- 
forenot to bee endangered with- 
out great neceſlitie. Secondly, 
becauſe hee lay upon his pallat in 
the afternoone; but we muſt con- 
fider that a King is troubled with 
cares for the Common-wealth, 
which make him wake when 0- 
ther men ſlcepe, and therefore 
ſuch reſt and repoſe may ſome- 
times be requiſice for him. Third- 
ly, becauſe he had leaſure to walk 
upon the top of his houſe, and to 
view the Citie : but it were hard 
to denie that honeſt recreation to 
a King which is permitted to e- 
yery common perſon. How then? 
was hee idle orno? Truely, theſe 
three points do not of neceſfſivic 
convince him of ſinfulkidteneſs: 
yet 


—_— 7 6 M9 -.. co.cc 44.42 


ED. pt 


- 


| 


| 


: 


Davids ks. 


Bn 


yet becauſe alltheſcthree things 
| now concurred, and there follow- 
ed ſuch fowle events,as common- 
ly proceed from idleneſſe, there- 
fore both ancient and late Wri- 
ters, comparing the antecedents 


monly impute his adultery to ſin- 
full idlenefſe:and this we may im- 
braceas a molt probable opinion. 
Then mirk,I pray you, when Da- 
vid fell. Not when he wasa POOT 
| Shepheard following the Ewes, 


not when hee fought the Lords 
battels againſtthe Philiſtines, nor 
when hee fled beforethe face of 
' Saul: but whenhe raigned peace- 
| ably at homefrom:Darto Berſhe- 

\ bs, when he had atchieved many 
and great victories abroad , and 


had almoſt conquered al! his ene- 
mics, when he had inlarged his 
Dominions & was intiched with 
abunidaticc of gold- and filver'; 


with the conſequents ,, doe come. 


W- then | 
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neſſe. And heere let us obſerve 


bleſſings, negleed his durie, and 
diſhonoured his Maker. Where- 
fore all you Courtiers which live 


in oyle, and {wimme inſtreames 
of gold: you that inioyall plea- 
ſures, which Sea orland may af- 
ford; orthewitof man can poſlt- 


of natures cloſet, and have the 
ſunne alwaies ſhining upon your 
Tabernacle , take heed. in the 
name of God; take heed leſt Sa- 
tan tempt you. For you may ſee 
by this examplc of Dawid, thar 
whom adyerſitie Cannot bend, 
proſperity can breake. And thus 
___. much 


tt. "I "0 th. 


thenand notbeforehe gavehim- 
ſelfe ro chambering and wanton- 


the unthankfulneſs of David, who 


when he ſhould have beene pray-. 
fing God,for ſo many and fo great 


in wealth and eaſe, in pompand 
braverie : you that dip your foot | 


bly deviſe; youthat keep the key || 
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much of the time. | 4 
To cometo the fourth point: 
How was David thus inveigled TR 
and intangled with the {ubrilty'of 
{inne 2 Truly by little and little, 
Conſider, therefore, I pray you, 
how fſinne ſteales upon'a man by 
degrees. Firſt, hee was idle. Se- 
condly, in his idleneflehee hada 
wandring eye, which glancing 
upon a woman as ſhee bathed her 
ſelfe, delighted to behold thar 
beautifull obiet. Thirdly, hee 
did not onely looke, but luſt after 
- {| her. Fourthly,in his luſt he made 
Y || a curious inquirie tokriow what | © 
ſhe was. Fifcly,when he knew, he 
ſent for her. Sixtly, whien ſhee 
© | came hetempted her : and final- 
- | ly, he commitred folly with her. 
e I Theſe are the ſteps which lead to 
ty the den of dearth. AF 
The firſt teppe was idleneſle, PE 
$ I andtherfore ler vs beware of idle- | *2* 
1 D-2 neſle, | 
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7 neſle, and reſiſt the beginnings. 
A burning torch when it begins. 
tolanguiſh,it ir ſtand ſtill is quick- 
ly quenched ; burif itbe ſhaken 
ir will recover, and receivenew 
inflammation : even ſothetorch || 
of Grace is extinguiſhed by idle- || 
neſſe, but honeſt imployments do 
kindleand increaſe it. A running. 
water will keepe ſwect , whena | 
ſtanding poole will putrehfie : even 
ſo laborious induſtry will keepe 
. | the ſoulepure, but idleneſlc fils it 
with iniquity. Now though idle- 
neſſe be the mother of much miſ- 
chiefe, yet eſpecially of ficſhly 
luſts. | 


Duaritar Eg nitus quare ſu ja- 
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tus adulter. = | 
Inpromplucauſa eit , deſidio- 
ſte erat. | 


Error rent tro 


That is, iris demanded how E- 
2yſtus became an adulterer: & the 
| cauſe is ſoonerendred ; he was i- 

_ | 
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Devid becamean adulterer,the fa- 


ſwere, that it flowed from the 
fountaine of idleneſle. Therefore 
take heed of idlcneſfle, it was one 
of the linnes of (4) Sodome. * 

Theſecond ſtepto his fall, was 
|fa wandring eye, which rowling 
upand down did glance vnawares 
upon Bathſbeba the bright, as ſhee 
was bathing her ſelfe, and was ſo- 
dainly rapt with the admiration 
of her beautie : neither was hee 
|: fatisfied witha glance, but as itis 
|: moſt likely hee fixed his eye and 
j| gazed upon heragainand againe. 
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| [all our duties to doe in the like 
| | caſe.” As 1oachiws the Prieſt char- 
}ed the inhabirants of Berhulia 
ro > keep the paſſages of rhe moun- 


thers will giye you the like an-| 


Well, itisrooplaine what Dawid | 
did :'Now let us conſider what | 
he ſhould have done, and wharis | 


D 3 taines, 
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taines,, tor by them there was an 


' | entrahce. into Iudea-: foT cxhort 


all-men to looke to theirhearing 
and feeing(for thoſe arerthe paſla- 
ges of the mountaines) leſt by 
them the divell, like Helofernes ; 
get entrance into the heart. Se- 
condly, fecing ſo littlea ſparkle 
can kindle ſo great a flame, ſeeing 
ſo much miſchiefe mayariſe from 
the glance ofan ey,and ſuch glan- 
ces are hardly avoidable by the 
wit of mian.; therefore let.vs all 
pray to. God,that: he wil be in our 
cics and in our looking. Lord turn 
thou away mine eyes that they 
doe not behold vanity, Thirdly, 
if thy eye glancing,thou feeleſt 
or-ſurprized with affeftuous de- 
lefation,thengo.out of the place, 
or-remove'thine eye toan other 
object. 'Gazenot upon thebeau- 


tie ofa woman, leſt thou betaken 


TH by 


| 


| thy ſelfe raviſht with admiration, | 
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| [| by that which is precious in her, [ 
[I] If beeing removed from the ob- 
|] ie, thou canſt notpur her out of 
- [|| thy cogitation; then ſtrive to raiſe 
' ||] up thy thoghts from the creature 
||} to the Creator, and conſider that 
[|| all the beautie of the creature-is 
|| from the Creator,andnothing els 
' [0] but a ſparke of thatfire, a beame | 
[0] of that Sunne, a-drop of that vn- 
[|| emptiable Ocean; arid ſay with 
-if| thy ſelfe : If there be ſuch beautie 
jÞ/ in a creature, 6 howjncompre- 
'F! henfibleis the beantie of the Cre- 
| ator? 6 my God, witen ſhall I be- 
|| hold thy glorious face, in whoſe 
[| preſence isall fulneſfe of ioy, and 
|| ar whoſe right hand are plcaſures 
| for cvermore © If ſtill rhou feele 
[| che firetokindleupon thee, then 
conſider the ſubtiltie of the Ser- 
pent that liertlurking even in the 
faireſt creatures, to kill and de-_ 
ſtroy thee.: and take unto theethe 
LS D4 whole 
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whole Armor ot God; the Shield, 
of Faith , tae Holmen Salvati- 
on, and the Sword of the Spirit, 
which 1s rhe word of God. Draw 
this (word, ſhake and brandiſh | 
againſt thy carnall corruptions , 
inthis or the like manncr : Thos, 
ſhalc not commit adultery;no for- 
nicatour ſhall entcr intothe king-| 
dome of heaven : whoremongers | 
and adulterers God will iudge: 
and if thus thou uſe this fiery and | 
flaming ſword, then by thegrace 
of God thou mayeſt behead the 
temptation.5 Fittly, if forall this 
the flame increatc, then fall upon 
thy knees, pray untothy God , 1- 
mirare Saint Peter, who,when the 
windes began to blowe, and hee 
began to finkey, crycd, Lord, ſave 
zee", and Chriſt reached ourthis 
hand and faved him : even fo, 
when thou feeleſt thy ſelfe begin 


Maſter, | 
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| Maſter, I periſh : And hee that 


| both budie and-ſoule and all the 


Davids Adalterie. 


reached out his hand to helpe Pe- 
ter, wil reach out his hand to help 
thee. 

The third ſteppe was concu- 
piſcence; for his eyes colleQing 
the beames of her ſhining beauty, 
became a burning glaſle to ſer 


powers and faculties of nature in 
combuſtion. So the image ofthe 
obic& was tranſported from the 
outward to the inwirg fenſes,and 
namely, to the fancie, the fancie 
commended 1r to the heart ;, -fo 
now the eye lookes, the heart 
luſts, and the more it lookes the 
more it luſts : Thus concupit- 
cence crept in at the window of 
a wandring eye, and ſet the heart 
on fire, This is that which was 
expreſled by Nathay in the para- 
ble of the rich mah who had ma» 
ny theepe, and yet when a travat- 
x] ling 
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would not give him intertainc- 


|a Monke betake him to his Cloy+ 


ling ſtranger came vnto him, hee 


ment with his owne ſheepe, but 
he tookethe poore mans oneand 
onely Jlambe. This poore man 
was Yrias the Hittite, his one and 
onely lambe was his young and 
beautifull wife. The rich man 
was David, his manyſheepe his 
many wiues, and thetravailerwas 


Concupiſcence z indeed a great | 
| travatler which hath travailed far 


and neare, thorough the wide 
world. Goe tothe Eaſt or Weſt 
Indies, tothePole Artick or An- 
tartick,to what Coaſt or Climate 
you will, you ſhall be ſure cvery- 
where to finde the foot-ſteps of 
Concupiſcence . This travailer | 
doth viſite boththe Kings Court 
and the Countrey Cottage, yea 
and ] can tell you hee is well ac- 
quaintedin the Popes Palace: Let 


ſter, 


eb 
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ſter, concupiſcence will go with 
him : Let the Hermite flic to the 
forſaken Wilderneſs, concupi!- 
cence will follow after him : Let 
{the Recluſe bee mued or mured 
| | up jna-wall, yet concupiſcence 
| | will finde him our. Wherefore 
concupiſcencemay iultly betear- 
| med a trayailer, an exceeding 
great travailer. And becaule this 
travailer-came now to Daetid as a 
ſtranger, thereby it appeares-that 
hitherto hee had kept his veſſel! 
in ſanRification and honour. I 
feare mee there are many with 
whom: cohcupiſcence is not fo 
ercat aſtranger,'I pray God keep 
us: all from: entertaining acquain- 
{tance with ſuch a ſtranger. For 
iconcupiſcence is like a Serpent; 
if once he get in his head, he will 
{ wriggle-in his whole bodie./ Firſt 
he comes in with flattering blan- 
diments : but if once hee getan | 


quiry*: Paxadventure ſome- will 
ſay,:hee did it with an intention 
ro marry heralſo, if ſhee had bin 
without an husband. It may bee 
ſo'; But when hee wnderſtood 
that ſhe was anothers mans wife, 
hee ſhould have ſurceaſed, and 
have: laboured to 'pur ſuch idle 
copitations out of his minde, hee 
ſhould then have taken no further 
notice of her,” bur/ have let the 


memorie: of her. beautice have 
| paſſed 


| _+4 Davids Aduleric. 
Ep entrance, then looketo thy {clfe;, 
he willſeek to be thy Maſter. 

I9 The fouth ſtep was a curious 
inquifition. For concupiſcence 

being now entertained did pre- 

ſently perſwade him to ſend and 

enquire what woman that was,'in 

| whom there appeared ſuch a bla- 

2: 59. | zing beauty : And one ſaid, (4)-2s 
b Alu | it nos Bathſpeba the daughter of (bYE- 
_—_ tam, the wife of Vrias the Hittite? 
" **2'5 | To whatend was this curious en- 
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I vill to worſe. For after an idle in- 
 quiſition, there followed the fift 
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paſſed away like a blaze of fire | 
which is ſuddenly extinguiſhed, 
like-a flaſh of lightning which is 
preſently vanquiſhed, or like 
when one beholdeth his face in a 
glafſe, and remembreth the faſhi- 
on of it no more. 

But David proceeded from c- 


ſtep, that is, a vaineand an 1dle 
meſlage unto the woman,that ſhe 
ſhould come unto him, Oh what 
a folly was this ? Can a man carry 
coales in his boſome, and not be 
ſcoarched Can thefly play with 
the candle, and her wings not be 
ſinged 2 Thus he poures oyl into 
the fire, and increaſerh the flame. 
My brother, if the like temprati- 
on befall thee, donot thou as Da- 
wid did: but pray unto thy God, 
read the Scriptures, reſorte to 
grave and godly company, ay 
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4 Heb. 3-4 


b 2 Cor.5 


| eweenthe fleſh and the ſpiric. Oh 


uſe all: good meanes ro quench 
| ſuch fiery darts ofthe Divell, and 
fay with holy 1#b, (c)1have made 
4 covenant with mine eyes, why then 
ſhould 1thinke upon a maide? If not 


leſſe upon another mans wife. 
And now in the meane time, 
while the woman was ſent for, 
ir muſt needs bee that Devid felt 
a great battell in him 'ſelfe be- 


ſhe is faire and beautifull aiththe 
fleſh, yea bur ſhe is ahother mans 
wife, ſaith the ſpirit ; (4) Mari- 
40 is honourable among all men, and 
the bed ondefiled, but whoremon- 
gers and adulerers God will indge. 
OQ-thou art a King, and mayeſt 
command her, ſaith the fleſh: 

but there is a King of Kings 
(faith the fſpirite) to whom all 
earthly Kings muſt give an | ac- 


SHE. 


upon a maide, then ſurely much | 


 countofall their aGions : (b):We' 
all 


—_ 


we 


1 


| 


l 


| 


_ 


| appeare before the indgement [eas of 


| | are many examples of ir, faith the 


| by precepts. (c)Let every may ther- 
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all (both Kings and Subiects) muſt 


Chri#t, to give an account of 
thing that wee harve done in the fleſh. 
whether it be good or evill. Oh there 


fleſh : yea, ſaiththe ſpirit, but we 
muſt not live by examples, but 


fore examine his owne worke, for e- 
very man ſhall beare his owne burthen. 
O butir is pleaſant to enioy' her, 
faith the flcſh1: O but the com- 
fort of conſcience is more plea- 
{anr, ſaith the ſpirit; Butoh how 
pleaſant are the ioyes of heaven? 
And what a madneſle is it, for a 
little pleaſure of ſinnethatlaſteth | 
buta ſeaſon,andbringeth nothing 
bur repentance, to endanger the 
loſſe of thoſe eternall ioyes which 
nevereye hath ſeen, nor evet care 
hath heard, nor ever entered int6 
theheart of man: And not ſoors 
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ly, bur alſo to bee caſt into hell- 
"wa there to burne everlaſtingly 
with the Divell and -his Angels ? 
Beſides all this, what a blemiſh 
and ſcandall would this be tothe 
Churchof God 2: How wouldit 
grievethe godly, reioice the wic- 
ked, and cauſe the holy race of 
- | God tobee blaſphemed * O but 
the matter ſhall bee cartied in ſe- 
cret, ſaith the fleſh. Alas, there 
isnothing ſo ſecrert(faith the ſpi- 
Tit) which ſhall not be revealed ; 
if not-in this world, yet in the 
world to come, before men and 
Angels. And in the meane time, 
kec that formed the cye, thallnot 
hce ſce? Hee that planted the 
eare,ſhallnothe heare 2 His eyes 
are ten-thouſand times brighter 
then the ſunne ; all things are 0- 


about thy bedde and about thy 
path, & ſpyeth outall chy waycs, 
«ol ; _ While 


pen and naked in his fight; hee is | 


wv 
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Whale thus the fleſhand the ſpirit TP 
were contending together, in |. 
comes the woman, and Dawid bes 
holding her was inflamed with 
her beauty.-So while hee looked, 
luſt kindled, and the fleſh prevai- ' 
led againſtthe ſpirit. 

And now hee iscome evento 
the brinke of the pit, For behold 
heis followerh tlic fintſte, that | 
is, temptation. Hee that ſhould 
have beene: the proteor of her 
chaſtitie , *was not aſhamed to 
temptherunto folly, Thusthe in- 
fecion ſpred fromthe eyeto the 
fancy, fromthe fancic to the 
heart, fro the heart to the tongue. 
Thar tongue, which before was 
his: glory, is now become his 
ſhame;' and that rongue, which | 
| had been-agreat and gracious in- 
1} frument to ſound out the 'praile | . 
of God, isnow-becomea wicked 
2 —m—— the paplenal 
116) | NC 
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the ſubtle Serpent. 

' And here ſomewhat would be 
ſaid concerning the woman. Firſt, 
the bathing of her ſelfe cannot 
be reprooved: there were many 
legall impuriries which ſo requi- 
red. But the place was not (o ſe-. 
cret, nor the manner ſo wary as 
became the modeſtie- of a wo- 
man ; ſhee-ſhould have-confide- 
red that every windowe hath an 
eye,and every Tower and Turret 
might overlooke her. Secondly, 
chat, being ſent for, ſhee came to 
her Soveraigne, is notto bee re- 
prehended. She had noreaſonto 
ſuſpe or imagine any vnclean- 
nefſe from ſuch a man. But when 
ſhee ſaw his ſpeeches tend to diſ- 
honeſtie; then ſhee' ſhould haue 
fled away as froma Serpent, ſhee 


deathes rather thenchave ſuffted 
her body tobe polluced.. But who 


ſhould have endured @ thouſand | 
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can tell what womanith cogitati- 
ons might bewitch her 2 Peter 
Mariyr is of opinion, that perad- 
venture ſhe thought a bill of di- 
yorce might bee procured from 
her husband Y7129, and then ſhee 


by this meanes might! become a 


Queen. So dangerous a thing is 
it when great perſonages pro- 
yoke unto {inne.. Their words are 
bewitching, their perſwaſions are 
potent, they fill unſettled heads 
with flattring hopes, which blind 
the underſtanding,and make bold 
tooffend. Wherefore, allyou to 


whom the: Lord hath given ho- | - 


nour and riches, power and au- 
thority., ſee that:you perſwade 
to that whichis good; but do not 
tempt tothat whichisevill, Or if 
men ſhould tempt , yet women 
ſhould: eſteeme their chaſtitie a- 
boucallearthly treaſure. 4 ſhame- 
faſt: and a faithfull moman is a double 
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| 


| rare, and her continent mind cannot 


valued. But Bethſbeba at this 
time wanted this grace; So, Da- 
widtempted, ſhee conſented, and 
then followed the laſt ſtep, that is, 
ctration ; ſo folly was com- 
mitted in Iſrael. | 
But now mee thinkes I heare 
the licentious Libertine reioyce, 
and ſay, If David a man of ſuch 
ſantitie commited adulterie, 
why may not I : WhatdolT hear? 


why may not Is O wicked and | 


profane wretch, if a man of fan- 
Ritie -commira finne, wilt thou 
negle@ his ſantitic, and imitate 
his ſinne? Thou ſhouldeſt imitate 
his ſanRitie, and bewaile his ſin. 
But what a thing is this © Wilt 
thou firſt obſerve in Gods Saints 


their falls of infirmitic, and then 


encourage thy ſelfe to ſinne by 
example of their trailtic "and 
laſtly, ſhrowd thy ſinne underthe 

vaile 


| 


—_ _ — oY — AC >. —o OT” _—— THY Et, F 


ui mrmmmmmmmm mn 
| Davids Adulterie. 
vaile of their ſanctitie © So did | 
not David. He ſinned indeed: bur 
it was as Saint (4) dn#in truely 
ſaith, Zapſs cupiditatis,non patrocinio 
anFitats ; that is, He was drawne 
away by his owne concupiſcence 
and inticed, but hee did not pro- 
voke himſelfe to finne by other | 
|| } mens example. Hee did not pro- 
|| | poſe to imitate their frailtic, and 
|] | then hide his wickedneſſe under 
|] | chevaile of their holineſs. Wher- 
| | fore if thou commit adulterie b 
the example of David, thy adul- 
| | terie is farre worſe then was the 
|| } adultery of David, Hee ſinned of 
infirmity, thou finneſt upon pre- 
| ſumption. Hee was ſurprized on 
| a ſudden, thou {inneſt upon pre- 
= | meditation, He was carried away 
| | captive by a violent paſſton, but 
' || thou pulleſt ſinne unto thee, as it 
1 | were with cart-ropes. But tell, 
me, did David ſcape unpuniſhed 
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| for his ſinne ? Thou knowelt hee 
did not. But as he defiled another 

| mans daughter, ſo his owne (6) 
b2 54.13 | daughter was defiled; even his| 
daughter Thamar, and that by her 
-owne brother Ammon. As hede- 
filed another mans wife, ſo his 
owne wife was defiled, and that 

<254n, | by his owne ſonne (6) CAb/alos, 
| 16.zz |tponthe top of the houſe, in the 
face of all Iſrael, in the ſight of 
theſunne. Now if iudgement be- 
ginne at the ſantuarie of God, 
where ſhall the wicked and un- 
godly man appeare*? If the Lord 
deal ſo withthe trees of Paradiſe, 
what will he doe to the bramble 
ofthe wilderneſſe 2 If hee thus 
j _ ed David, doſt thou thinke 
| hee will ſpare thee? If hee dealt 

chus with DaT7d, doſtthou thinke 
hee will dally with thee © Nozno: 
bur rather, if hee correRed him 

with rods, hee will ſcourge thee 
| with 
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[| | with ſcorpios. Wherfore as thou 
- |] | caſteſt one eye upon the linne of 
| 
] 
, 


| David, ſo caſt thy other eye upon 
the puniſhment of Dawid: & then 
if there be any grace in thee,thou 
|| | wilt not imitate his ſin, buttrem- 
; (| | bleathis puniſhment. 

Now ſeeing theſe things were 
written for our learning; therfore 
|| {let there bee no adulterer, no nor 
"|| | fornicatour amongſt us, but let 
men keepe themſelves undehiled, 
as it becommeth Saints. He that 
commits fornication, he wrongs 
his owne foule, his owne body, 
his owne credit, and is a diſhonor 
and ſtaineto his fathers houſe, He 
that commits fornication, hee 
wrongs the woman which hee 
polluteth, and brings a perpetuall 
diſgrace upon her, and this dif- 
grace redounds to her father, her 
friends, and the whole familic, 
He that commits fornication, he 
| E 4 | wrongs 


en 
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wrongs his owne childe, and 
brands it with a perpetuall re- 
proach. Finally, hethat commits 
fornication, he violateththe fiery 
 lawe of the moſt High, and the 
: ropyall commandement of | his 
; God, and pulleth downe wrath 
' and vengeance upon his owne 
; head. Forno (a) fornicator (un- 
 lefle hee repent) ſhall ever inherit 
the kingdome of heaven, And if 
fornication be ſo execrable,what 
ſhall we fay of adultery * When a 
coupleare married or betrothed, 
they makea ſolemn(6)promiſe or 
vow oneto another inthenameof 
the al-ſceing God. Now the adul- 


| terer befides all his other offeces, 


| he tranſgreſſeth the covenant of 
| his God, Beſides this, he wrongs 
; his owng wite with whom hee is 
{ linked in wedlocks golden band, 
| his wife T ſay, whom hee ſhould 
| loveas his owne ſoule. O _ 
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he wrongs her in that hee prefers 
aſtrumpet before her! Againe, 
the adulrerer wrongeth the huſ- ' 
band of the woman which he de- Wt 
fileth ;. who, if it come to his 'i 
knowledge, is thereby inraged , 
his itealouſic -burnes like fire, and 
he wil not ſpare inthe day of ven- 
'geance. And this undoubtedly is 
a marvailous wrog. For firſt, he is 
robd of the love of his wife, an 
incſtimable iewell. 2. His-eſtate 
| by this meanes may be tranſlated 
| to another mans childe : andis it | 
then any marvaile if States and 
Common-wealths have been ſe- 
vere in puniſhing of adultery 7 I 
wil only touch this point briefly, 
becauſe the time paſleth away. 
In the Leviticall Law, the a- | 26 

dulterer and the adultereſſe were | 1-:0.19 
both putto death. I confefle, that 

the Tudicials of Moſes were moul- | 
ded upon the Iewiſh Common- | 
wealrh,' 
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wealth, and doe not ſimply binde 


Chriſtians, yet there is a perpetu--| ' 


all cquity to be obſerved , to wit, 
that ſinne be ſo puniſhed thatmen 
may feare to offend. This was 


practiſed of the Gentiles even by 


thelight of nature; for the Ara- 
bians did puniſh adulterie with 


» | loſs of life, as witneſſeth ® Strabs. 


Among the heathen Romans, Lex 
T«lia was renowned.and terrified 
many. Others, though they made 
it not Capitall,yet they layd hea- 
vie puniſhment upon it, and 
filled the ' faces of adulterers 
with ſhame and infamie. Some 
write, that the Egyptians did 
vie to cut off the womans noſe, 
and beate the man with battes 
almoſtto death. * Zaleuchus king 
of the Locrenſes made a lawe 
that adulterers ſhould loſe both 
their eyes. In Jater ages the 


Church of Rome hath beene too 


much 
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much indulgent unto this ſinne, 


| and thereby gotten mynes of f11- 


verand gold. Yea the Pope hath 
been ſoſhameleſle as to take a tri- 
bute of (by) Courtizans, this was 
Demon meridianus, the Divell 
raigning at noone day. This was 
not onely a ſinne inthe State, but 
che {inne of the State, becauſe ir 
had approbation by publike au- 
thoritie. With vs, though this fin 
too much abound, yet it is puni- 
ſhable by our lawes, and hath no 
coſirenance from authority. And 
therefore, though it be a {inne in 
our Stare, it is not the ſinne of our 
State. Yet it were to bee wiſhed 
that thoſe grayeand iudicious Sa- 
ges and Senators of the kingdom, 
which heare mee this day, would 
in their godly wiſedome conſider 
whether it were not fit that the 
corporall puniſhment of adulte- 
rersſhould beaugmented among 

| us 
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| us that men may ſtand in awe and 
finnenot. 

And when good lawes are en- | 
ated, let them nor be like ſpiders 
webs, where grea: flies breake 
through, and little flies are entan- 
gled. Let it not be ſaid among us, 
as it was ſometime amongſt the 
Romans, (c) Ybi nunc lex 1ulia ! 
Dormis!/ How great regard is to be 
had of the execution of whole- 
ſome lawes, we may ſee in Zaleu- 
chu: who having made the lawe 
before mentioned, T hat adulte- 
 terers ſhould loſe both their eyes, 

it cameto paſſe that his owne ſon. 
| n—vi__s adultery. What was | 
| heereto bedone*? thould hee ex-, 
ecute the law, and pur out his. 
eyes? Alas,it was his owne & on- | 
only ſonne, and by this meanes 
the people ſhould have had a 
blinde King. Should heenor ex-| 
ecuteit 9 Who then would re-, 
| ord 


_—_ 


. 
aan. es tp 16) <4 Bone i _—_ | 


_— 


—_— 


——— 


| 


Davids Adulterie. © 


G1 


oard his lawes, when he himſclte 
did firſt breake them 2 Therfore 
he tookea middle courſe. Becauſe 
the lawe required the putting out 
oftwo eyes; therefore he put out 
one of his ſonnes eyes, for hee 
had offended : and another of his 
owne, that ais people might ſee 
how muchhe abhorred the f1nne 
of adultery, and withall how 
much he reſp:&ed the execution 
of lawes. 

But howſoever man doe neg- 
le the execution of iuſtice a- 
gainſt adulterers, the God ofhea- 
ven will find them our. The chil- 
dren of Iſrael committed forni- 
cation, and there fell in one day 
foure and twenty thouſand. Reu- 
ben the ſonne of 7acoh acended 
into his fathers bed, and thereby 
hee loſt three prerogativesbelon- 
ging to the firſt borne. 

The firſt was the office of the 
Prieſt- 
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{a T8 Prieſthood, which was given | || r 
© [Ito the ſons of Aron, which were | || 7 

of the tribe of Zevi. Theſecond | || ( 

was the ſoveraignty, which was | [|< 

b6en.49 | tranſlated to (6b) Jude. Thethird ||| n 
x0 was the double portion, which | ]|b 
cGen,zs | befell unto (c) Joſeph. Concer- | || o 
22 ningall theſe, it was faid to Reu- Wile. 
ben, thou waſt unſtable as water, | ||t! 

thou ſhalt not excell. I knowe | || b 

there is great difference berween | ||h 


-y 
as 


inceſt and adultery; neither dare 
I enter into Gods ſecret iudge- | | d 
ments : yet thus much is certain, |||tl 
thatas inceſt, ſo likewiſe adultery || h 
db; | isa(d)firethat conſumeth to de- |]|tc 

12 ſtruction ; and will root out all a | 
[-2.or mavs increaſe. And therefore 1f | jm 
a man would have a bleſſed ſeed, ||| ft, 
let him keepe his body vndefiled. | }|p1 
Gen.49:4 | Joſeph refuſed to ſtaine his veſſel, ||| fa 
and the Lord ſo bleſſed him in his ||| y« 
mariage,that his two ſons * Ephra- ||| c« 
lecmeks imand Manaſſes were reckoned a- ||| fe 
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mong the tribes of Iſrael: yea 1/- 
racl did bleſſe in them, and ſay, 
God make thee as Ephraim and as 
Manaſſes. ' On the contrary, if 
men ſhall defile another mans 
bed, it ſhall be the juſt iudgement 
[| of God, if they finde a croſle in 
their owne mariage bed, and it 
their owne wives and daughters 
be defiled, Yea, if they ſhall bee 
hardned in this filthineſs, letrhem 
rake heed leſt this fire ſo burne to 
deſtruction, that it roote our all | 

their increaſe, and cauſe their 
houſes to decay, and their lands 
to be tranſlated to another name. 
And yet I would exhort all 
men, that they would refrain this 
ſinne. not ſo much for feare of 
|| puniſhment, as for conſcience 
ſake. Not your foules onely, but 
your bodies alſo were created ac- 
cording to Gods image.and ther- 
fore defile them not. Not your 
ſoules 
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ſoules onely, but your bodies al- 
ſo are bought with a price, even 
withthe. precious blood of Icſus 
Chriſt, and therefore defile them 
not. Not your ſoules onely, but 
; {your bodies alfo are temples | 
of the holy Ghoſt; and therefore 
defile them not: bur ſo preſerve 
theſe veſſels of grace in this 
world, that they may bee veſſels || | 
of glory in the world to cotne. 
Whichthe Lord grant, &c, 


 Theendof, the firſt Sermon. 
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SE COND SERMOYN 
upon the former Text ; preached 


at Theobalds before the Kings 


Iaieſty, upon Sunday the 
21, of Luiuary, 1620, 


$'Ten of late I entred 
Y upon the explication 
/& of this Text in a | 

& Princely preſence, 
T = z propoſed 3 things in 
Dawidto be confidercd : his finne, | 
his repentance, and his abfolutl- 
on. The finne of David, reproved 
by Nathan,and here confeſled and | 
lamented by him{elfe, was firftof 
all, that greatand grievous finne 


of 
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other enormous ſinnes wherwith 
hee entangled himſelfe, while he 
went about to hide and conceale | 
his adultery. 

To ſhew the haynovſneſle of 
his adultery, I unfoulded foure | 
points. The firſt was the qualitie 
of his perſon ; where it was pro- 
ved that David was the moſt emi- | 
nent and remarkeable man that | 
was then living upon the face of | 
the carth. The ſecond, was the 
condition of the woman ; and it 
was declared that ſhe was a mar- 
ried woman, the wife of one Y7i- 
as, who was by nation an Hittite, 
by religion a Proſelyte,by profeſ- 
fona Souldier, a Captain, a wor-. 
thie Captaine, and reckoned a- 
mong the Worthies of David. 
The 3 point was the time,deſcri- | 
bed by three circumſtances. For | 
this iniquity was comitted,firſt in | 

his. 
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his declining age, when it had bin 
fitter for himto have becne thin- 
king of tis grave, then of fleſhly 
luſts. Secondly, in the time of 
the warres with the Ammonites, 
when hee thould have beene hol- 
ding up his hands for the Hoaſt of 
Iſrael. Thirdly, when he enioyed 
peace at home, with plenty and 
[proſperity ; for which hee ſhould 
- '\Phave praiſed God with a thanke- 
[full minde. The fourth point,was 
the manner how hee was thus in- 
© {{nared ; which was by ſeven ſteps 
- Jor degrees. For, firſt, he was idle. 
- Secondly, in his idlenefſe he had 
fa wandring eye. Thirdly, hee did 
not onely looke but luſt after her. 
pFourthly, hee was curious in en- 
uiring who ſhe was. Fittly, hee 
as vaine in ſending for her. Sixt- 
y, hee was lewd intempting her, 
nd laſtly, he was wicked in c6- 
iting folly, Hitherto of his ſin | 
F2 of 
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of adultery. Now I procced to 
the ſinnes he commited while he} 
went about to hide and conceale 
his adulcery. 

This concealing of fine is af 
vice ſo incident to the nature 0 
man, that wee may ſceme nor tof 
have learned it, but cven to have| 
ſuckt it with our mothers milke.ſ 
Anobleexample hereof, we haveſ 
inthe ſeaventeenth chapteroftheſ 
booke of /oſas: When Achan had 
committed facrilege, by ſtealing " 
the golde, and the filyer, and thj 
goodly Babyloniſh garmenr, bef| 7 
hold the wrath of the Lord way ke 
kindled, and Iſrael fled befor} © 
their enemies, Then all Iſrael wat 
brought forth tribe by tribe, and 
the tribe of J1#dah was taken] 
Now though Achan were of tht 
tribe of 1#dah, yet hee would nof *© 


confeſs his finne, but ſtill conce: w 
ledir. Secondly, the tribe of 7#l| ? 
: | aa Sk 
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44h was brought forth familic by 
familic,and the family ofthe Zar- | 
| kites was taken : but though A- 
chan were of the tamily of the 
| Zarhites, yet hee would not con- 
| feſſe this finne,bur ſtill concealed | 
| it. Thirdly, the family of the Zar- 
| ies was brought for:h houſe by 
{ houſe, and the houſe of Zabd; was 
taken: and though _Achan were 
-j of the houſe of Zibar, yet hee 
{| Would not confeſs his {inne, but | 
| ſill concealed it. Fourthly, the | 

houſe of Zabdi was brought forth 
| man by man, and Achan was ta-| . | 


| | 
|| ken; who, then, and nor before 


| longer conceale it. And even fo. 

| did David: He bentall his wits 6& 

| (tudie ro hide and cloak his adul- | 

I] tery: neither doe we finde that e-| 
ver hee did confeſle it to God or 

man, before ſuch time as the God | 


| of heaven had ſo revealed it by | 
F 3 the | 


_—_ 
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the Prophet Nathan; that now it 
could bee no longer concealed. 
Nay , the concealing of Dawid 
was farre worlethcn the: concea- 
ling of Achay. For Achay concea- 
led his ſacriledge onely by ſecre- 
cieand filence ; but David con- 


cealed his adultery by moſt un-ſ: 


godly practices. 

Now that we may plainely Un- 
derſtand the whole proicct of his 
proccedings, my - preſent | diſ 
courſe ſhall conſiſt of two bran- 
ches. In rhe former, by the grace 
of Chriſt, I will declare how hee 
did hide and conceale it from 
man. In the later, how he went a- 
bout (ſo much as in him lay) ro 


hide and conceale it, even from 
theall-ſeeing eye of God. In the 
former branch rwo thingsareto 
be conſidered : the cauſes which 
moued him, and the mcanes (that 


he 


w A 0 


YE Cnc) O09" ou 


3 rein oannooy FR - 


Fg p y 7 p q F "Ow 
4 " " . 0 [7 


Davids _Aawulterie. 
hee uſed to accompliſh the ſame. 
Of which in order, by Gods gra- 
cious aſſiſtance, and your royall 
paticnce. 

The cauſes which moved Da- 
widto hideand cloake his adul- 
tery, may probably bee reduced 


-| to two heads, that 1s, adouble de- 


fire to ſhun and avoid two rocks , 
the ſhame of the world, and the 
danger of the law. The firſt pro- 
ceeded from a care to preſerve 
their credit, leſt if the matter 
were knowne ; they ſhould both 
| be utterly aſhamed for ever. And 
| here wee are to diſtinguiſh a (4) 

double ſhame, an honourable 
ſhame. and adiſhonourable. The 


honourable ſhame is that which 

bringeth glory and grace, either 

by prevcting,or by repenting: by 

preventing a ſinne that it bee not 

| committed, or by repenting for 
aſinne when itis committed. The 

F 4 pre- 
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preventing ſhame 1s compoſed of | 
rwo paſſions,feare and love; feare | 
of infawy, and love of honeſty. 
An cxainple of this wee have in 
toſeph, when hee was tempted of | 
his Miſtris. And here conſider 
with me how great provocations 
| he hadto yeeld unto her. Firſt;he 
y7 was a faire and beautifu]l young 
| man, in the prime and flower of | | 
his age. Secondly, he was a poor 
ſervant, yeaand a ſtranger, farre| 
from his countrey, his kinred, & 
his fathers houſe; and therefore 
had need of friends. Now if he 
lad yeelded unto her, hee ſhould 
not have wanted gold, nor ſilver, 
nor rich apparel], nor any honour 
or prefermentthat ſhe could poſ- 
| ſibly procure unto him. Bur in 
| _ } rejecting her, hee was ſure to bee | 
| | turned out a doors, and to endure 
| all diſgrace thar the wit of a wo- 
man ſharpned with malice could | 
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poſſibly deviſe. And yet this gra- 
cious yong man would not yeeld 
to her allurements. - Hee confide- 
red firſt, the goodneſle of God, 
and what a great wickedneſſe it | 
were to {in againſt him. Secodly, 
he conſidered how beneficiall his 
Maſter had beene unto him, and 
what aſhame it were to requite | | 
him evill for good. 3. He conli- 
red how precious a thing is 1s for 
a man to keepe his body unſtat- | - 
ned. and what a diſhonor it were | 
to defile his veſſell, Vpon theſe 
|| | conſiderations, he anſwered the 
|} | woman, (4) How can Iadpe this great aGen.zg 
wickedneſſe, and ſo ſinne againſt God? | 9 
How canT? As though he ſhould 
|| |ay, With whar face can I doe it* 
|| | Iris amoſt ſhamefull thing, and 
[þ | therefore I cannot doe it. Here 

was feare and love; a gracious 
feare of infamy, anda zealous 
| loveof honeſty. This was an ho- 
norable 
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norable ſhame, ſoto be aſhamed 


of ſinne even becauſe itis ſinne, as |: 
toſhunand avoid it. An exam- || 
ple of the other wee haveinthe || 


prodigall childe : who though he 
had not a preventing ſhame ( for 


he fell inro many enormities) yet 
yet he had arepenting ſhame; for 


when he cameto himſelf, he loo- || 
ked into his former actions, and || 
was aſhamed of that he had done. || 
Thisalſowasan honorable ſhame, || 


becauſe it wroughtrepentance in 
him: and that brought vnto him 
glory and grace. 

' The diſhonourable ſhame is 
that which bringeth ſin : whereof 
are ſundry ſorts. But that which | 
ſervesforour preſent purpoſe, is ; 
whenaman knowing how ſhame- | 
full a thing ſinneis, hath neither | 
care to prevent it, nor graceto | 
repent it, but bends all his endea- | 
your onely to hide and cover ir 

from 
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from the eyes of the world; and 
ſuch a ſhame was in David and 
Bathſheba. 
To begin with the woman. At- 
ter a-while ſhe perceives that ſhe 
had conceived with child , and 
now ſhee feares leſt the world 
would take knowledge of her 
lewd demeanor, becauſe her huſ- 
band had bin ſo long from home. 
Now therefore (though ſecretly) 
ſhe beging to weepe, to mourne, 
and to makelamentation. Here is 
aglaſſefor all women to looke in; 
even Bathſhebathe beautifull. She 
that of late gave her coſt to laſci 
vious dalliance, now ſheeſceth 
her owne folly, now ſhee is cloa- 
thed with ſhame as with a gar- | 
ment. Thoſe radiant and ſpark- 
lingeyes which ſo darted love in- 
tothecyes of David, atenow all 
bebleared and beblubbered with 
weeping ; the teares run downe 
hcr 
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her bluſhing chcekes , ſhe wrings 
her hands, ſhee rents her goulden 
haire, and with all poſſible ſpeed 
ſhe ſends unto David, ſaying, 1 am 
with child : as though ſhee ſhould 
ſay; o wretch that I am, now my 
fin can be concealed no longer; 
|rhe matrer isplaine , my very bo- 
dy will ſhorily bewray it, I carrie 
my accuſation about me; on the 
one fide, I feare the ſhame of the 
world; on the other, the danger 
of the Lawe: but 6, how ſhall I 

looke my poore Husband in the 
| faces You, you werethe caulc of 
all this, and therefore ro you 1 
make my moanc: alas, alas ! what 
ſhall I doc * So ſhee thar of late 
had no regard of conſcicnce. is 
now tormented with an accuſing 
conſcience, and ſhe that before 
was not aſhamed ro finne,now ſhe 
{is aſhamed Jeſt her ſinne ſhould 
| be knowne. But what ſayd Da- 

vid | 
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wid toallthis 2 for now heis put 
to his ſhifts. 

Truly hee ſheweth himſelfe a 
notable ſpectacle of humane frail- | 
ty:for he had a greater care of his 
credit then of his conſcience; he 
was more afraid of the ſhame of 


| the world, then he was of the diſ- 


pleaſure of Almighty God; and 
therefore he did palliate his {inne 
toavoid the ſhame, but he did not 
repent to avoid the diſpleaſure. 
And ſo much ofthe firſt motive. 
His ſecond motive was,the dan- 
gerof his darling: tor by the Law 
of God the adultereſſe was tobe 
putto *death, and therefore leſt 
ſhee whom hee loved ſorenderly 
ſhould loſe her life, and that by 
his meanes, hee bends all the 
ſtrength of his wits to conceale 
rhe matter. Hitherto of the mo- 
tives : now I come to the meanes, 
thats, his politike practices. 


His 


ms 
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His firſt policy was to cloake 
the matter by a falſe imputation: 
for which purpoſe Yrias, the huſ- 
band, was to bee called home 
from the campe ; to the end, that 
he coverſing with his wife, might 
be ſuppoſed and reputed the fa- 
ther of the childs, Wherein D«- 
wid did not only fin againſt God, 
and his owne ſoule ; but moreo- 
ver hee intended threenotorious 
iniuries: the firſtagainſt the poor 
babe, the childe begotten of his 
| owne body, which by this means 
he would have diſclaimedand re- 
nounced,even before it was born: 
-| the ſecond againſt Yrias to whom 
he would have obtruded a child | 
by fraud & impoſture : the third, 
againſt the heirs of Frias , which 
| by this plot might have been dif 

ſeiſed and defrauded of their in- 
 heritance. C 

Here was wiſedome.,I confeſle: | 

but 


2 _— 


pent, there wanted the ſimplicity 
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bur it was the wiſdom of the ſer- 


of the Dove. Such was the wiſe- 
dom of Pharaoh, who ſaid; > Com, 
let us work wiſely, when hee inten- 
ded to oppreſie the children of 
God. Such was the wiſdome of 
© eroboams; who, to eſtabliſh his 
Kingdome,'erected a ſtandard to 
Idolatry, by ſetting up two goul- 
den Calves in Dan and Bethel. 
This was wiſdome, but not accor- 
ding unto godlineſs. Wiſedome 
did I fay,or rather folly? for,how 
can that be called wiſdom , when 
menare wiſe todoo evill ; but to 
do good, they have no underſtan- 
ding  AndI darebe bold to ſay, 
that the wiſdom of Achsophel, the 
wiſdom of Matchiavel,and all wic- | 
ked wiſdom, howlſloever it ſeeme 
angelicall, howſoever it ſhineand 
eliſter in the eyes of the world, 
yet in true judgement itis nothing 
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for this your wiſedome and under- 


cle but meer folly : * for, the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wiſe- 
dome ; and therefore where there 
is notthe fear of God, there can- 
not poſſibly bee any true wiſdom, 
David himſelfe could ſomtimes 
lay, (4) 1 underſiand more then the 
ancients, becauſe 1 keepe thy pre- 
cepts. Wherfore if a man would 
be truely wiſe, Let him fear God 
and walke in his precepts. This 1s 
wiſdome according to godlinels, 
which will make a man wiſe to 
ſalvation. And as this isthe wil- 
dome of every private man, ſo 
herein likewiſe confiſteth the true 
wiſedome of Kings and King- 
domes, of States and Common-| 
wealths. For (6) as Moſes ſaid to. 
Ifracl, Keep (theſtarures & 1udge- 
ments of the Lord) awd ave them, 
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ſtanding m the fight of the nations, 
which ſhall heare all theſe ſtatutes,and 


(ay, 
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ſay, Surely thu great nation s a wiſe 
and an unaeritanding people. Even 
ſo I ſay to you, Let all your wiſe- 
dome be according to godlineſs, 
let all your policie be ioyned 
with pictic, in all your conſulta- 
tions aske countaile of the Lord, 
let the God of Jacob be preſent & 
chiefe Preſident inall yourparli- 
aments, and then ſurely hee will 
bleſſe this Land, andthe nations 
ſhall ſee it, and ſay, Surely this 
nation of Great Brittaine is a wiſe 
and an underſtanding people. 
But to procecd in the ſtory, 
The meſſenger is gone, Prias is 
ſent for, he is come to the Court, 
& broght ro theKing ; who asketh 
» || (c) him how 1oab did, and how the 
: people did, and how the wars proſpe- 
red: andafter kinde communica- 
tion, he gaye him a courteous dif- 
miſſion, . Goe. home to thy houſe and 
waſh thy feet: and _ followed 


© after} 


— 
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|a meſſe of meate (no doubt dain- || 


- | Thus Dawidpretended great love 


| the world atthis day ?' Many will 


after him a favour fromthe King, ||| 


ty and delicate) that hee and his 
wife might make merry together. 
But for all this courtly and cun- 
ning invitation, Yrias went not 
home to his wife, but{lepr at the 
gate of the Kings palace. | 

Which David underſtanding, 
ſends for him againe, andthus ex- 
poſtulates the matter with him in} 
friendly manner. (d) Camft thou! 
not from thy tourney ? why then didſt/ 
thou not. goe downe unto thy houſe? 


and friendſhip unto YFrias, where- 
as in truth hee intended onely to 
make him a cloak for their iniqut- 
tie. Andisnotthisthefaſhion of 


pretend great loue and friendſhip 
unto a man, when if the truth 
were known, it is onely to ſerve 
their owne turnes, andin relation 

to 
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to their owne private endes and 
purpoſes. 
. Hitherto wee bave ſeen Davids 


courtegus invitation and friendly 


expoſtulation: now letus hearken 
unto the an{were of Yrias. He ſaid 
unto David : The arke, and Indah 
and !ſrael abide inaents, and my Lord 
Joab and his (ervantsare incamped in 


the open fields; ſhall 1 then goe home 


tomy houſe to eat and1io arink, and'to 
lie with my wife? Asthou liveit, and 
as thy ſoule liveth, 1 will not doe it. 
Firſt, let us colider what is meant 
by this, that the Arke aboade'in 
tents. And it ſecmeth to import 
(as many both ancient-and mo- 
derne writers doe take it) tharthe 
Arke of the Covenant was now 
tetched into the Hoaſt of Iſrael, 
which (4) uſed to be done in time 
of danger; and that for foure rea- 
ſons.t. To incourage the ſoldicrs: 
becauſe the Arke (wherein was 
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| Arke removed, theſe words were 


the (5) pot of Manna, the rod of 
Aaron, and the tables of the Co- 
venant) was a viſible token of | 
Gods preſence. Secondly, to te-! 
ſtifie thatthey rruſtednot in their 
ſwords, but in the Lord, whoſe 
ſtrength was figured and repre- 
ſented in the Arke, which there- 
fore was called (c) the Arke of his 
Frength. T hirdly, toterrifietheir | 
enemies: andtherefore when the! 


| 
| 


hate bins flie before him. Fourthly, 
thatthey might aske counſell of 
the Lord in-caſe of neceſſitie. 
Thus the Iewes in their dangers 
and cxtreamities had recourſe to 
the Arke. Now wee Chriſtians 
have not (as they had) the golden 
Cherubins, the Mercy Sear, and 
the Arke of the Covenant over-' 


| 


laid with golde : but our Arke is. 


Chriſt 
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happy ſhall we be both in Peace 
and in Warre, if this Arke be ſtil! 
among us. Our Land indeed is a 
goodly Land, our gardens like 
Eden, our rivers like Iordan: yea, 
our Landis bleſſed, for the ſweet 
increaſe of the ſunne, and for the 
ſweet increaſe of the moone, and 
for the treaſures hid in the ſand, 
yea, the whale Iland is walled a- 
*bout with the Ocean . Yet, our 
chicfe comfort conliſteth in this, 
that this true Arke of God is a- 
; mongſt us, and that our defence 


|| isthe Lord Tehavah. Lord let this 


Arke ſtill abide in our tents, that 
our enemies may bee ſcattered, 
and that we may alwaies reioyce 
in thee the God of our ſalvation. 
This point thus touched and ex- 
' plained by the way, let us now 


| ponder the wordes of 77jas: for 


they are very memorable, and 
| G 
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deſerve to be written 1n letters of 
gold: 

They containe two reaſons. 
The,former is drawne from the 
ſtare of the Campe : and it is 
threefold. Firſt, the Arke of God 


| my private pleaſures ? Here was 
a notable touch of religion and 
deyotion. Secondly, Iudah and 


my head in an houſe uf timber & 
ſtone? Here wasa compaſhonate 
care of the Campe: though his 
body were abſent, his heart was 
with them Thirdly, my Lord 1e- 
ab and his ſervants are encamped 
in the open fields, Sub dio, ſub 10- 


| vefrigido:and ſhall I be chambred 


| up like a carper Knight, ' or a 


white-livered fouldier 2 Heere 
was a dutifull reſpe& and confor- 
mity to lits Governours. The ſe- 

A cond 


is in peril, and ſhall I goefollow |þ 


Hrael are in their tents : and ſhall : 
' | The ſuch a tenderling as to hide! 


' B (Q 
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8} cond reaſon is drawen from the j 
| conſideration of his owne eſtate 
and condition. Shall I 80 home? 
I that am a profeſſed ſouldier ? I 
that am a Captaine and Coman- 
der of others ? Nay, rather, my 
houſe ſhall bee the vaulr of hea- 
ven, the ground ſhall be my bed, 

a ſtone ſhall bee my pillow, the | 
ſable curtaines of darknefle ſhall 
| be drawne about mee, and my 
canopie ſhall bee the azure cano- 
pie of heaven, whether enyelo- 
ped with clowds, or beſpangled 
with ſtarres. But why ſhould I 
go home unto my houſe £ To cat 
and todrinke 2 Alas, this is not a 
time for feaſting ; but rather, for 
faſting and prayer. Or ſhall 1 g0C 
lolace my ſelfe with my wife ? 
No, no: at ſuch a time as this, 
let even lawfull pleaſures be aban- 
doned, let the bridegrome goe 


out of his chamber, and the bride 
G4 out 
3 
eas 
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41t croſſed his owne wicked de- 


| out of her bride-chaber. A noble 


reſolution for a ſouldier,and wor- 
this one of the Worthies of Da- 
v4. Is this a Hittite * or rather a 
true Iſraelite, in- whome is no. 
guile? O happy were a King 
which had an army conliſting of| 
ſuch ſoldiers. 

This might have touched Da- 
wid to the quick, to ſee a ſouldi-: 
ourhave more care of the com- 
mon good then himſelfe . But 
here we may note how adulterie 
taketh away the heartof a man: 
ir maketh him ſo dull, that hee 
doth not reioyce at the'zeale of 
Vrias, but is ſorry for it, becauſe 


lignes. Yet 7741s ſtill continued! 
conſtant, ſo that neither the wea- 
rineſſe of his journey, nor the 
loue of his young and beautifull 
wite, nor the Kings courteous 
exhortation, nor his cunning 1in- 

| vitation, 
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vitation,n or his friendly expoltu- 


lation could prevaile with him, 
or perſwade him to go home un- 
to his wife. Wherefore David 
was hitherto diſappointed of his 
purpole. 

Yet beholde, another traine to 
bring him to his lure, though a 
very bad and a baſe one. For the 
next day hee invited him to eate 
and drinke before him, and that 


of ſette purpoſe to make him | 


drunk. O mercifull God ! what 
will not {infull man doe to avoide 
the ſhame of the world ? There 
is no queſtion, but David both 
hated drunkennefſle in his hearr, 
and puniſhed it in others: and yet 
to hide his owne ſhame, heis not 
aſhamed ro make a man drunke. 
There was a good lawe enacted 
by King (4) Ahsſ#erws, that thogh 
they might drink the royall wine 


in abundance, yet no man might 
W45:: urge | 


——_— 
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yn 


| 


urge or com pell. But Davidas it 
ſcemeth did urge and compell F- | 
rias: forthe (b) text ſaith, that hee | 


made him drunke. And are there || 
not many at this day alſo, which || 


will urge and compell a'man to / 


drinke till hee be drunke 2 Some, || 


becauſe they uſe to bee drunke 
themſelves, wiſh all other men to 


be branded with the like infamy. | | 


Others, whichare ſtrong to beare 
drinke themſelves, are fo ungra- 
cious that they reioyce to diſco- 
verthe weakneſle of another, and 
totriumph in his fall. Others doe | 
it of policie : when they cannot | 
bring a man to their owne bent | 
while hee is ſober, they hope to | 
prevaile with him when hee is | 
drunk. And fo did Dawid. Now, 
who, I beſeech you would ever | 
have ſuſpected ſuch a thing by 
Devid? Here I note, thata man 
is fooneſt inveigled when he ſuf: 
pecteth / 


Davids | 
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peReth leaſt harme, and never 
ſooner then under the colour of 
friendſhip. Wherefore rake heed 
ofthy foes: and as the world goes 
now adayes, thou hadſt neede to | 
take heed of thy friends alſo. For, 
howſoever men pretend kinde- 
nes,yet if they urge thee to drink, 
looke to thy felfe, they are not 
friends but foes; not kinde, but 
cruell. 

And here, O that mine eyes 
| werea fountaine of teares, that I 
might lament the ſinnes of this 
| Land, and namely, that beaſtly 
 finne of drunkennes,whichthrea- | 
teneth iudgement from heauen a- | 
cainſt us , it is ſoſpred from one 
part of the Land unto another, 
and like a deluge hath overflowed 
all eſtates and degrees. O, what is 
it like, or wherto ſhall I compare 
it? Ir is like to a certaine Animal- 
culum,which ſome reckon among 
| (4) ſer-| 
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(a)ſerpents or creeping creatures, 


others reſemble to a (b) ſpider, || 
the name of it is Tararnla, (o cal- || 
ledof Tarentum, a Citic of Apu- || 


lia, the effedts whereof arc in 
ſtrange variety. For ſome, being 
bitten by the Tarantsals, fall pre- 


fently a-weeping ; others breake || 
out ſuddenly into a loud laugh- |f 
ing. Some when they are ſtung || 
by it, become lazie and ſluggiſh ; | 


others areall in motion, leaping 


and dancing. Some, being woun- | 


ded by it, are made dumpiſh and 
filent; others never ccaſe prating 


z 
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and babbling. And isnot this the || 


plaine picture ofdrunkennes? Ir is || 
a lamentable caſe to cofider how || 
many in this kingdomeare daily || 
bitten Þy this Tarantula. And is || 


thereno charme for the ſtinging 


of thisſerpent? (c) Alexander 46 | 


Alexandro writeth, that the Ta- 
revtula is cured with mulick, and 
that 


_ 


) 


||| the ſweet timbrell of the Goſpel, 
|| they will not hearken unto the 


|] wiſely « What then remayneth ? 
|F| but thatthey be charmed by the 
ſeverity of wholſome lawes, And | 


__——_— 


! 
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| 


| 


q that he himſelfe ſawe the experi- 
7 ence of it. But what ſtraines of 
|! muſicke ſhall wee uſe to cure this 
|| drunken Tararula? Sound wethe 


|| fect inthe execution. Many good | 
{| and godly lawes haue been made 
|| in this kingdome againſt drun- 
{| kenneſs, and yet this ſinne every | 
|| where aboundeth . O that this 
{| high and honourable Court of 
| | Parliament now to be aſſembled, 
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trumpet ofthe Lawe,or tune wee 


Charmer, charme hee never ſo 


yet I cannotſay, that thereis any | 
defect of lawes, but rather a de- 


could yet in their godly wiſdom 


deviſe ſome further courſe for the | 


utter extinguiſhing of this Taras- | 
tula. Surely, it would redownd 
| much | 
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made drunk, though not as our 
Tarentati, which lie tumbling 


ſome degree; yet not ſo asto bee 
deprived of his fenſes * heſtill re- 
members the danger of the Hoaſt 
of Iſracl, and willnot goe home 
| unto his wife. Wherefore they 
could not impute the childe ro 
him, nor make a cloake for their 
| iniquitie : they have no colourto 
+caſt that colour. So David was 
 cleane diſappointed of his hr 
policie. 1! 
His ſecond policie, was to kill 
Vrias, and to marry his wife, that 
ſo, the childe might ſeeme to bee 
gotten 


muchto theglory of God, to the || 
honor of this kingdome, to the | 
good of this Church and Cam:- || 


"But to returne to Yr4as : hee || 
dranke the royall wine, and was || 
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inthe ſtreets, blaſpheming God || 
and all good men: but drunk in || 
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I} gotten in marriage. What ? to kill 
[Him © had henot received wrong 


enough already, that his wife was 


|R| hee loſe his lifealſo* Ttis as Itell 
{| you, the matter is determined, 
Prias muſt die to fave their credit, 
there isno remedie. And herelet 
us conſider what the beſt mans, 
{| if God withdrawe his grace and 
|| leave him to himſelfe. Hee is like 
[| toan iron ball, which, a man ſtan- 
ding upon the top of an hill, lets 
g0Ccout ofhis hand, and beholde 
[it runneth downe headlong, and 


| in Profandam, evento the bottom 
| of the valley. Even ſo, if God let 
| us goe out of his hands, and leave 
| us to our ſelves, we run headlong 
from ſinne to ſinne, eventill wee 
| come in It Yi thatis; mto the 
| depth of all iniquitie. As heere 
wee ſce in David, whoto his for- 


If] defiled, but (alas poore man)muſt | 


| thefurther the faſter till it come | 
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94 _ _ Davids: Dy j 
—— | mer. linnes, addeth the horrible ||| 
ſinne of murther; by killing 7744s, ||| 
who now was the onely man did ||| | 
| ſtandin their way. And hath not || 
this alwayes heene a practice a- ||| ; 
mong Politicians: It a man ſtand |Þ}| } 

I 


 intheir way and hinder their pro- 
fit, or pleaſure, or preferment, ci- 
| ther they will lay a ſnare for bim, ||j| | 
24:6 | asthe Nobles of Darizs,tor(4) De- ||| f 
wicl, to caſt him into the Lions ||| t] 
den : or if they cannot ſo entrap [|| t] 
| him, they will have one deviceor 
' other to cut him off, as Dawiddid 
' Frias: and rather then faile, they 
| will give him a figge, and ſo make 
' him away. That theſe things 
ſhould be done, among Marchia- 
vilians, Iwould not maryaile: but 
' thatholy Devid ſhould doe it to 
' holyF4as,this is a matter that de- 
| ſerves to be lamented with many 


teares. | 
' Buthowſhallit be done? D4- 
| | wil 
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wid is now'growne a Politician, 
hee will take him away fo cun- 
ningly, thatthere ſhall notappear 
ſo much as the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
murther. And how ſo Forſfooth 
hee will write to 10b, the Genc- 
rall of the Campe, to place Yreas 
in the forefront of the hotteſt 
battell, and ſuddenly to. retire 
from him.O whata diſhonor was 
this, that Iſrael ſhould flee before 
their enemies £ What an encou= 
ragement was this to'the vncar- 
cumciſed £ and what a difcou- 
ragement to the people of God © 
Yet atthis time David will have 
it ſo, to the end that Yrias beeing 
leftin the danger, might be ſmit- 
ten, anddic by the ſword of the 
children of Ammon. Here was 
notorious treachery : and pgore 
Prias, like Bellerophon inthe fable, 
did carry the letters of his owne: 
death. T his was cunning indeed: | 
| H bur | 


— 
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but have patience a while ; and 
you ſhall ſce, that there is a God 
which ſceth all things, and will 
not ſuffer ſinne unpuniſhed. 
What: would Jo4b yecld to 
ſuch ana? yes, hee did never 


| Nickar it : ſo potent are the com- 


mands of Princes. If Sau! com- 


the Lord, (6) Doeg will be his in- 


and to condemne the innocent, 


the (c) Nobles and Elders of Iez- ||| 0 


rael will be her inſtruments to put 
it in practice. O happy therefore 
and thrice happy we,whoſe King 


Lord, and meditateth therein day 
and night. Pray we that the God 


the commandements ofthe moſt 


_ High. 


— — —— 


mand to kill the holy Prieſts of ||x : 


firument to do it, If Jezebel com- ||| 
| | mand to ſuborne falſe witneſſes, 


of 17acob will for ever ſo dire. 


| 
| 


— 


delighteth in the lawe of the 


| 


him, thatall his commandements 
may alwaies be correſpondent to 


i 
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man for his religion, and ſuch an 
one was Doegthe Edomite againſt 


of great ones, and ſuch were the 
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High. For there is no queſtion, 
bur if Princes ſhould command 
even that which is ſimply evill, a 
great number would be ready to 
be bad inſtruments,to perform it. 

And heere let us marke what 
manner of men they are, which 
uſe to bee choſen inſtruments of 
iniquity. Firſt, thoſe that hate a 


the Prieſts of the Lord. Second- 
ly, thoſe that huntafter the favor 


Noblesand Elders of Iezrael,de- 
f1.0us to curry favour with 7e£4- 


bel. Thirdly, thoſe thatare guilty | 


of ſome notorious crime, & ſuch 
an one was 1oab, who long before 
this was obnoxious to the ſen- 
tence of death, for killing of A46- 
wer (4). Sonow his life ſtood at 
the Kings pleaſure; and therefore 
David knew hee had him at com- 


22 


H 2 


mand. | _ 


Miids © 


blob 11 
14 
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| as were moſt couragiousand vali-. 


mand. Wherefore let all men la- 
bour to carry themſelves in inno- 
cencie,witha good conſcience in 
the feare of God. (b) If iniquity be 
in thy hand, put it farre from thee, 
and let no wickedne(ſe dwell in thy ta-| 
bernacle : then ſhalt thou lift up thy face 
withort ſpot, then ſhalt thou bee ſted- 
fa# and ſhalt not feare : (c) for hee. 
that walketh uprightly, walketh ſure- 
ly. Such a man may bee bolde as 
a Lion, andrefuſe to be made an 
cvill inſtrument. But herc you ſee 
how Davids wicked invention, & 
zoabs cruell execution brought: 
good Yrias to his grave, ina bloo- 
dy coffin. 

Neither 7145 alone was taken 
away by this treachery , but the Þ 
(4d) Text ſaith plainly, that There. 

fell (ome of the people of the ſervants, 
of David, ſuch of them,no doubt, 
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no further thento the *\miting && 
killing of Yrias, but it ſcemeth he 
perceived thar this could hardly 
be donc without the loſs of moe. 
Neither did hee write to David 
concerning this point: but under- 
ſtanding that it was the Kings 
pleaſure that Yrias ſhould die, he 
was reſoluteto perform it, thogh 
the exployt ſhould coſt him an 


{| hundred mens lives. Here it may 


ſeeme by 7ob, that Captaines are 
ſometimes too prodigall of the 
lives of their ſouldiers. We read 
that Abner ſaydeto 18ab, Let the 
young men ariſe and play before us. 
So hee accounted fighting bur a 


| play and a ſport. Now, though 


Caprtaincs ſhould be courageous 
in a good cauſe, yet they muſt 
love and tender the lives of their 
ſouldiers. 

If any man ſay, that it was not 
David and 7oab which kild Prias, 


H 3 but | 
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| but the {word of the children of 


| how one wheele mooves another 


Ammon : Let him conſider the 
frame of a clock, and he ſhall ſee; 


wheele, and that another wheele, 
and that the hammer, and ſo the 
ſtroake is ſtricken : but the cauſe 
of all this motionisa certaine ſe- 
cret weight or poyſe, which han-| 
geth in a corner, and is not ſecne.' 
As for example, in the ſtory of 
Naboth, Naboth was condemned 
to death, there the ſtroake was: 
ſtricken : rhe hammer that gave 
the ſtroake, was the indge which 
oave the ſentence : the wheeles 
that moyed this hammer, were 
the falſe witneſſes : the wheeles 
that moved theſe wheeles, were 
the Nobles and Elders of Iezrael: 
bur the ſecret waights that ſet 
all theſe wheeles a going, were 
_Achab and Ilezabel. So Achab and 
lezabel werethe principal agents 
which 
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which mooved the men of Iez- 
rael, and they the falſe witheſles, 
and they the Iudge : and thus 
poore Naboth was put to death. 
So, in this prefent ſtory, Yrias 
was flaine, there the ſtroake was 
ſtricken : the hammer that gave 
the ſtroake, was the ſword of the 
children of Ammon : the wheels 
that mooved this hammer, were 
the ſouldiers, which firſt made an 
hot aſſault, and then ſuddenly re- 
tyring, left Yrias to the ſword of 
the enemies. The great wheele 
which moved theſeleſſer wheels, 
was Joab, who ſo ordered the bat- 
tell. And the ſecret waight that 
mooved this wheele, was David; 
the firſt moover and cauſe of all 
the motion. 

O, David, David | What haſt 
thou done 2 Know:ſt rhou not 


that innocent blood hath a cry: 
yeaand a loud and a ſhrill cry * | 


. Davids 


and what doth it cry bur venge-| 
ance, vengeance ? Letall men 
take heed of this crying ſinne: if 
it bee done never fo {ecretly, the 
Lord will finde it out. If it bee in 
| the forreſt, the tree of the for- 
reſt ſhall cry vengeance, venge- 
ance; and the leaves of the tree 
ſhall anſwere ir. It in the fielde, 
the beaſt of the field ſhal cry ven- 
| geance,vengeancgzand the bird of 
"he ayre ſhall anſwereit. If inthe 
houſe, the ſtone out of the wall 
ſhall cry vengeance, vengeance ; 
& the ijoynt out of the timber ſhal 
an{wereit. Whereever it be, the 
whole trame of heaven and earth 
ſhall cry vengeance, vengeance ; 
and hell ſhall open her mouth and 
an{wer it. 

And doth ſecret murther cric 
for vengeance, and hath not open 
murther the ſame cry 7. Yes vn- | 


doubtedly : And heere I muſt 


needs 
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needs taxc a vice, which formerly 
(in this kingdom)hath much raig- 
ned amongſt Nobles and gentle- 
men. If they received any word 
of diſgrace, they would preſent- 
ly challenge one another to the 
held , revenge their owne quar- 
rels, and trye it out with the point 
of the ſword, not without great 
iniurie tothe King and his Lawe, 
whom the Lord hath made * re- 
venger of wrongs ; yea, to the 
King of kings : for ® vengeance is 
mine, and I will repay, fayththe 
Lord. Should Subicdts thus goe 
to ſingle Combares for private 
quarrels * Is this courage ? Is this 
valour ? No, no, it isnothing elſe 
but raſhneſle and folly. If you 
would betruly valorous, then re- 
ſerve your ſelves for your Prince 
and your Countrey, for Chriſt, 
and for his true Religion. This 
indeed would argue a noble cou- 


| 


: rage 


rage and a generous ſpirit. But | 
theſe private quarrels are moſt la- | 
mentable. O how many fathers 


theſe ungodly means have bin 
made childlefle £ how many chil- 
dren fatherleſſc: how many wives 
have loſt their husbands 2 how 
many Gentlemen whoſe aunce- 
ſours have beene principall ſtuds 
and pillers in their Country,have 
by thoſe deſperate combartes rui- 
nated: themſclyes and their poſte- 
_ |rity 2 O miſerable incounters, 
wherein the very Conquerours 
gaineno other garland,but ſhame 
and confuſion, either to loſe their 
lives by order of Lawe, or to for- | 
ſake their owne Countrey, and ſo 
to live in perpetuall exile, with 
anguiſh and vexation of ſpirit, O 
bappy therfore, and thrice happy 
be the Lords Anointed, who ſer 
out that gracious proclamation a- 
 gainſt Duels, ſo much tending ” 
| | ene | 
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the glory of God, and the good 
of this kingdome. 

Here I exhort all ſuch as deſire 
to enioy 2 quiet conſcience, that 
they take heed of this crying fin. 
Forif there be no other to accuſe 
the murtherer, his own coſcience 
will accuſe him. Hee may for a 
time havea ſlumbring coſcience: 
but when it wakens it will tor- 
ment him. We read of one (4) Beſ- 
ſus who had kild his owne father, 
&ofatime hearingbut a Swallow 
chatter, he cauthtthe truncheon 
of a iaveling, and did fling at it 
with wonderfull violence. And 
being demanded why hee did fo, 
hee anſwered, Did you not heare 
this wicked bird accuſe mee, as 
though I had killed mine owne 
father. Whereupon hee was exa- 
mined, and confeſſed the fa. So 
(6) Cain, when hee had killed his 
brother, thought that every one 
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| tharmet him would kil him:Sueh |J| 


is the nature of an accuſing coſci- || 
ence. He that hath ſhed innocent || 
blood, hee will think that the ve- j| 
ry ground hee goeth on is embru- || 
ed with blood, that his garments ||| 
are beſprinkled with blood, that || 
his fingers diftill with blood, If || 
he hearetwo talke, he will think | 
they whiſper of blood. If hee [| 
wake, hee will thinke of blood. |! 
Andif he fleep, hec will dreame | || 
of blood. 

And verely, if Davids confci- | | 
ence had not becne benummed, | | 
hee would have thought that e- || 


| very bird had chattered Yrias, 


thatevery winde had whiſtled 7- 
ries, that woods and mountaines 
had ſounded F7ias, and that the 
Eccho had redoubled Yrias,Yrias. 


But, now Daz, to his other fins 


addethdulneſſe, and hardneſs of 
heart,” 


Thus 


ee 
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il | T hus poor Fries is taken away, 
3] a man vertuous and valorous, c6- 
mendable in his lite, 8& honorable 
in his death. For he died fightin 
inthe forefront of the Lords bat- 
tel], and the face of his enemies. 
Whereby hee is now diſpatched 
out of the way, hee will beeno 


{|to them: and therfore let us now 
| } {ce what courſe they rake. 
|} When newes came to Ieruſa- 
lem that Yrias was flaine, the wo- 
man ſhe (c) mourned: with what 
mindeI know not; but, the Text 
teſtifies that ſhe mourned. Which 
we may conceive to have been in 
this, or the like manner. O Yrias, 
my husband, my ſweet husband 
Prias | 

How long this mourning laſted, 
I dare not define. The Wiſeman 


for bim that is dead. If Bathſhebah 


le. 


ſaith, Seaves dayes doe men mourne 


S 


more hinderance or obſtacle un- | 


mourncd | 


31 


Ecc, 22.12 
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mourned no longer, it was very |: 
ficting for Davids purpoſe. In the || 
booke of Deatrowory. the captive || 
woman is commanded to bewail | 
her father and her mother a full |] 
moneth, And ſo lone (faith Petey || 
Aartyre) is Bathſheba ſuppoſed to || 


have bewailed her husband : and 


— ————— 


wich his golden beames. For Da- 
wid tent for her : ſo ſhee became 


conſidering the ordinary acci- 
dents which uſually happen to 
women in that caſe, and cauſe 
them ro come before their time, 
ir might alſo be charitably and 
probably ſuppoſed, even to bec 
gotten inmarriagealſo. Thus the 
adultery is covered, the ye - 


longer inall probabilitte it could |! 
| nor bee. So, after a while, the || 
| clowds of ſorrow were difpelled, || 
| andthe ſunnedid ſhine upon her || 


his wife, and bare him a ſonne , |] 
which was borne in marriage: &: || 
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Ihe world are blcarcd, Bathſbebs 
{becomes a Queen, David enioyes 
{his Darling ; andnow hee might 
{ſay with him in the Poet, . in the 
Like cafe, Yicimms exclamat.nmecum 
| wes wota feruntur. 
1 Hirtherto of his biding it from 
man. Come wee now tothe fe- 
Tcond branch, how he went about 
Jto hide it from God himlſclte, 
{ This I gather out ofthe 32. P/alm, 
| hen 1 kept ſilence, my bones waxed 
old; that is, while I did not con- 
feſs it unto the Lord, as appeares 


— 
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| by that which followeth, 7 ſayd 
[1.7 will confeſſe my tranſgreſiion unto. 
- ||} che Lord, and thos forgaveſt the ini- 
quity of my finne. What was this 
clſe, but ſo much as in him lay, to 
hide and conceale it from the e- | 
verlaſting God? 

O David, What dooſt thou 
meane © Though thou couldeſt 
hide it from the eyes of man, yet. 

thou 


wy 
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thou canſt not hideitfrom the al- * 
ſeeing eye of God. (f) Whither | 
wilt thew flie from hs ſpirit, or whi-| 
ther wilt thou goe from his preſence ? || 
1f thou aſcend into heaven,he ts there, | 
if thou make thy bedade in hell, hee u | 
there ; if thou take the vuings of | 
the morning, and dwell in the; 
witermoſt partes of the ſea, even" 
there ſhall his hand leade thee, and bs | 
right hand hold thee , if thox ſhalt ſay, 
the darkneſs ſhall cover me, even the | 
night ſball bee hght about thee, &5c. | 
Therfore thou canſt not hide thy 
ſelfe from him ; He « about thy bed, 

and about thy path, and ſpieth out all | 
thy wajzes. Hee ſpyedthee when | 
thou walked(t ſo idlely upon the | 
toppe of thy houſe; he ſpyed all | 
thy wandring and thy wanton, 
looks ; hee ſawe thy very heart, 
by what degrees it was infla- 
med with carnall concupjl- 


cence. There is nota word in thy | 
| tongue, 
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J congue,bur he knoweth italroge- 
Ither. Hee heard thee when thou 
If enquiredit ſo vainly afcerthe wo- 
[if man; hee heard thee when thou 


E; if waſtſo fooliſh, as to ſend for her ; 


# |} hec heard thee when thou walſt ſo 
f lewd as to tempr her unto ſinne , 
e Fyea, hce both heard thee, and ſaw 
p Fthee, and looked upon thee with 
& þ fiery and flaming eycs,when thou 


z 
Z 


, [| waſt not aſhamedro commit that 


e if filthy abhomination. Wherefore 
- If let no man goe about to hide him 
Y ff {elf from the eyes of the Almigh- 
, | ty. For thus faith the Lord, Though 
Io they digge into hell, thence ſhall my 


hand take them; though they climbe 
up to heaven, thence will 1 bring them 
downe ; and though they hide them- 
ſelues in the toppe of Carmel, 1 will 
ſearch and take them out thence , and 
though they be hid from my ſight in the 
bottome of the ſea, thence will 1 com- 


mand the ſerpent, and hee ſhall bite 
I 
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ted not; but ſo ſoon as i was re-| 


them. Whertore let all men ſtand? 
in awe, and inne not. But if they? 
have ſinned, the beſt counſel that 
I can give them," is to humble| 
their ſoules, and to confeſſetheir|! 
ſinnes to God, with ſpeedy re- | 
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pn For (b) hethat covereth” 
# fims ſhall not proſper : but hee tha.]? 
confeſſeth and for (aketh them ſhal find, 
mercy. | 

Here obſerve the different pro-| 
ceedings of God and man. Man} 
goeth about to conceale it : but 
God will have it revealed. David 
would conceal it to avoid ſhame: | 
but God wil reveal it & fil his face, 
with ſhame, that ſo by ſhame hee} 
may bring him to glory. For ſof 
long as it wasconcealed,herepen- | 


vealed, he repentedall the dayes 
of his life. And that which is 
more, God will not onely have it 
revealed, but alſo recorded in ho- 


ly 
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ly Scripture, for all ſucceeding a- 
ges. Yea David him ſelfe, after he 
1 repented, left the 51. P/alme, as a 
1 pillar of braſſe, wherin his blood- 
{ euiltineſſe is ingraven; and ſo 
1 cranſmitred to all poſterity. 
4 And as the Lorddid dered ir, 
lo hee did likewiſe correct it. For 
Fpchough in his unſpeakeable mer- 
{cic heſaid, Thow ſhalt not die, yet 
4 becauſe hee flew Yrias with the 
| [word, therefore the Lord, the 
{ righreous Iudge, did puniſh him 
{ in the like kinde. Wherefore let 
{ all men take heed by this exam- 
"Ri ple. (c) What meaſure you mete, it 
I] (Pall be meaſured to you againe. Pha- 
- 17496 drowned the Infants in the 
If (d) river : and in ſucceeding ages, 
ff Pharaoband his Hoaſt were drow- 
ned in the(e) Red Sea. It was I 
Q2rant another Pharavh; yet one 
that did ſtill continue the cruelty 
ofthe former. Adonibezec cut off 
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| David, did drawe his ſword a-! 


| 


and 1ezabel,the (c) dogges did licks 
| the blood of XNaboth : and in theſs 


non the ſonne of David was {laine} 


the (a) thumbs and rocs of three- | 
ſcore and ten Kings, and made} 
them gather their meat under his |* 
table, and as he did to others, e-|} 
ven ſo the Lord did unto him, |# 
b) Agags ſword made many aff 
mother childlefſe , and Sammels|? 
ſword did the like to the mothe!/v 
of Agag. By the meancs of Achad| 


very ſame place did they lick the|} 
blood of 4chab. Yeaand the dogs 
did cate * /ezabct under the walls 
of Iezreel. Burt this preſent exam- 
ple of David is moſt memorable. ſq 
For, as hce ſlew Prias with the 
{word;ecvcn ſothe{word did hang 
over his own houſe. Firſt, (ce) Am-| 


| 


with the ſword, by the command| 
of his owne brother Abſalos. Sc-| 
condly, U#b/alon the ſonne,ot 


gainſt 
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eainſt his owne father. Thurdly, 
Abſalon himſelte was not one- 
ly hanged by the haire of the 
|; | head, and ſtricken through with 
! | darts, but he was likewiſeſmitten 
- | (f) by tenmen. Fourthly, Salo- 
mon drew the ſward' of iuſtice a- 
geainſt his owne brother (g) Ado- 
niah, who periſhed with the 
ſword. Wherfore, let all men fear 
and tremble, to plot (be it never 
ſo cunningly) againſt the life of a 
| man; the Lord doth ſec it, & will 
; puniſh it. And let all men pray to 
God to preſerve theng fi6 being 
inſtrumers of evil;by the example 
of 104b, whoſe blood alſo was af- | 
' terward ſhed, even while he took 
| hold upon the(þ)horns of the Al- 
; tar. Thus much concerning the 
firſt generall part; that is,theſione 
of David. Now it remayneth that 
I ſhould proceed unto the ſecod); 
that is,to his repentance, But that 
muſt| 


-—— 


3+9 


* 1 (þro, 
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| muſtbe handled Rowe other time, ll. 

if ſoit ſhall pleaſe the Lord, 1» cu- | 

ins manu (7 105 67 opera noitra. 
Nov, to conclude, let nd man 


| compare mee tO Cham . who dec- 


lighted to diſplay the nakednes of 
his father ; nor yetto thoſe foule 
flyes which loue to ſpot the tai- | 
reſt lower, For, tor mine owne 
part, I had rather bewaile mine 
owne infirmities, then blaze thc 
imperfections of another : eſpeci- 
ally, of ſuch as David and Bath- 
ſheba, who (this excepted) were 
holy ſervants of God ; and both. 
of them, * progenitors of Icſus 
Chriſt, whether wee reſpect the 
legall line by Salsmen,orthe natu- 
rall by Nathan. Yet] have laid 0- 
pen the finne of Dawrd lomewhiat 
largely ; in two fſevcrall Sermons. 


Firſt, that man ſecing the great 


nelle of his f nne, may the better, 
conl(ider the oreatneſle of his re- 


PCnNtance. 


= A politick Practices, 


F* | gering the haynouineſs of his fin, 
F. ' wee may the more magnihe the 
mercy of God, in pardoring the 
* | ſame. Thirdly, that wee behol- 
# | ding in him our owne infirmitie, 
| | may ſtand in awe and not finne. 
#F Laſtly, that thoſe which haue al- 

rcady ſinned, in the like manner 
' as David, may not deſpaire : but 


fo they may repent with Dad, 
that theirifoules may be {a- 
| ved, and God glorified : 
* which the Lord 
| grant, &c. 
| 
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' pentance. Second ly, that conſi- 


as they haue ſinned with David, | 


* i (þro, 


35 


- 


| Davids 
—[muſtbe handled ſome other time, 
if ſoit ſhall pleaſe the Lord, 1ncu- | 
ins manu (7 105 67 operd noitra. 

Now, to conclude, let nd man 
compare mee to Cham . who de-| 
lighted to diſplay the nakednes of 
his father ; nor yetto thoſe foule 
flyes which loue to ſpot the fai- 
reſt lower, For, tor mine owne 
part, I had rather bewaile mine 
owne infirmities, then blaze thc 
imperfections of another : eſpeci- 
ally, of {ſuch as David and Bath- 
ſheba, who (this excepted) were 
holy ſervants of God; and both 
of them, ' progenitors of Icſus 
Chriſt, whether wee reſpect the 
legall line by Salsmon,orthe natu- 
rall by Aathan. Y ct 1 have laid 0- 
pen the {inne of Dawrd lomewhat 
largely, in two ſevcrall Sermons. 
Firſt, that man ſccing the great 
nelle of his fi nne, may the better ,/ 
conl(ider the oreatneſle of his re-! 


PCntrance. 


| nay politick Pradtices, 

; EEE CCC HO , ER Ca 
i pentancc. — that conſt- 
F* | dering the haynouineſs of his fin, 


F. | wee may the more magnihe the 
\* | mercy of God, in pardoring the 
* | ſame. Thirdly, that wee behol- 
# | ding in him our owne Nfirmitie, 
| may ſtand in awe and not finne. 
Laſtly, that thoſe which haue al- 
| ready ſinned, in the like manner 
' as David, may not defpaire : but | 
as they hauc ſinned with David , 
ſo they may repent with David, 
that theirifoules may be ['- 


So — — 


% 
F 


y. ved, and Godglorified: 
'S whieh the Lord 
/ | grant, &c. | | 
| & * 
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